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INTRODUCTION. 

Bv M R Earle. 

There >s a collection of enchanting old stones m verse, 
written in tne old Icelandic language called the “Edda 
These stories are so old that they arc often very long 
winded and complicated So from time to lime grown up 
people have tried to pick out some of the most exciting 
and tell them m simple English for children to read 
and enjoy 

Your fathers and mothers had a book of such stones 
in their childhood called aftei the original book Tales 
from the Edda ’ They never tired of reading it, fo* it 
was full of the thnihng adventures of dauntless heroes 
and of their fights with gia ts and monsters 

The "Heroes of Asgard” is another book- about the 
same heroes and the same adventures chosen out of the 
Edda for j-ou, to show you what a delightful collection 
of stones it is ^Vhen you are grown up, perhaps you 
iwM Jeans JceJandic or Old Norse as it is sometimes called, 
so that you may read the other stones for yourselves in 
the original Edda Anyhow you can read a complete 
translation and learn more of Odm and Thor and the 
other heroes of Asgard if you hke 

One reason why the Edda stones are so long and hard 
to understand is that they were not at once written down 
in books as stories are nowadays For the Northmen 
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had no knowledge of books or wnting when these sagas 
and songs were first sung up and dowTi the countryside 
m their old homes of Norway, Sweden and Denmark 

Men who wished to leant the old talcs listened eagerly 
tothe bards, or scalds is the Northmen called them, when 
they sang of the o’d heroes and gods in the halls of the 
great nobles and earls. And «e may fancy how delighted 
the children would be, when their faihere told them these 
enchanting stones over again by the fireside in the long 
dark days of the northern winter 

But of course no one could remember word for word 
all the minstrels sang, and when they forgot any part of 
a story, men would nvent some new romance to take its 
place So the old songs were handed down by word of 
mouth from father to son, for hundreds of >e.«rs growing 
and changing every tiioe they were retold 

The songs grew too in another way— i way that I 
think you will quite be able to imagine. For you know 
that no two persons can ever tell the same tale exactly 
alike. So It was with the bards of the Northmen, first 
one scald and then another would make little changes 
m the songs they sang, and even invent new stories abour 
the old heroes to enliven their talcs and make them more 
exciting 

Thus It came about that countless add tions and van 
ations crept mto the stones, so that no one knew how 
to dist nguish the old n)e from the legends that had 
grown out of it, and of course such long winded stones 
grew harder ind harder to remember But at last poets 
arose amongst the Northmen who unravelled these tangled 
tales, and shaped the rather confused and artless songs 
into beautiful words and musical verse which nier could ^ 
keep in mind more easily 

It was m this wvy that the old tangles of stones were 
gradually woven into orderly poems — the lays of the Edda ' 
as vie have them now But although the old gleemen’s 
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tales Vi ere composed into single and shapely poems, no 
one wrote them down or collected them into a book, 
till centuries later when the Northmen had made a new 
home for themsehcs far ana) in Iceland. 

It was most likely between about Boo and toco ad 
that the scalds graduall} composed the old rambling 
stones of the'” gods and heroes into single laj-s And 
It is interesting to remember that it was just during these 
two centuries that the Northmen, or Danes as we more 
often call them, most incessantly hamed the coasts of 
England, inaading the country and setting up new homes 
for themsehes m this land, as their brethren were doing 
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mained S-txon wives, and became one with the people of 
the land, who after all were their cousins From this 
stock, with one more strain of Norse blood added at the 
Conquest, the English nation of toslay has sprung And 
so we may justly claim some share in the gods and 
heroes cf the Eddx For the o'd Northmen who first 
sang and heard these songs are our forefathers as well 
as the forefathers of the Icekindcrs and Norwegians. In 
those tong pa*t times of which 1 have already fold jeu, 
the fathers of the early Icelandic colonists and of those 
Northmen who first ravaged and then settled in England, 
were brothers all living together in one home on the 
mountains and fiords of Norwa), worshipping the same 
gods and living the same wild, hard life. 

Out hunting and fishing, making their own toots and 
weapons, and farming their barren rock bound land did 
not long content the wild rovirg natures of the Vikings 
The) vvere a hi^h spinted, seafaring race who longed 
for adventure and fight, and they were impatient of any 
control So when their Over lords grew oppressive and 
life on shore too tame, off they set in their home-buiIt 
ships across the cold North Sea, to England in the west, 
France in the south, Iceland in the north And vs-herever 
they landed, their dauntless courage, their unshaken 
tenacity of purpose, and their power to endure hardships 
made them ah but unconquerable. 

In our national charaaer the Noilhmen imprinted some 
of their qualities as seamen and adventurers ard m ocr 
langruage they left clear traces of their settlements which 
to-day may serve to remind ns of our near kinship mih 
the nations of the North Mabcllhorpe and Rugby are 
two examples out of many, of place names given by the 
Danes And Tiw, Woden Tbanor and Fnja, (the Saxon 
forms of Tyr, Odm, Thor and Fngga) have given their 
names to our four days of the week, Tuesday, Wedaesda), 
Thursday and Friday 
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Tlie stones of the gods and their wonderful world out 
of which the Edda b>-s were made are founded on >ery 
old northern ni>ths, and indcea the la)’S themsehes may 
be called mjths. 

Myths express poetically the earl) religious beliefs of 
pTiraimt ptoples Dut nany milhs ore merely Jlorres 
or legends wosen about the persons of their gods and 
heroes. True mjnhs m the hfghest sense can be born 
only m the childhood of a race They spring from that 
tronder and terror ah.ch rhe natural man feels tn the 
presence of the mjstery of human I fc and of the life of 
nature around him. They are the children of his imagiM 
non and of his religious aue . but the» mutt grow, they 
cannot be invented M,-hs ate. as it a ere, parables and 
Simbols m rvhieh man tries to esptesi the itte.press.ble, 
hii belief m an invisible and spiritual ttorld, his otvn 


kinship rvith the one great Spint 
The old Northmen pictured these mjsleirous Potvets 
in the likeness of men, called them Odin and Thor, Daldur 
nod Tvt, and endo.ed these heroes with ditme qualities 
and povvers, the care of mankind .as theirs, as well as 
the supreme power orer the eonll.er.ng forces of nature 
destrueti.e and lifegmng alike For to the early North 
men I/e was a ceaseless bailie they wrested u meagre 
living from their barren rock, and fells by an ,n<a..n. 

struggle with unjteidmg nature, they rubbed the >» of her 

■noil, only at the risk of their own lives Danger lurked 
luihe frost and snow of wrnter m the mountain, and crag, 
where they hunted for food The s.nfe ol J1 nature of the 

elements, and the seasons, the) saw repeated m the live, of 

men good and evil, love and hale- also waged unending war 
In their own heart. Th.. »hmggle they raw acted orer 
a^am m the world of gods and spirits Od n and Thor, 
Baldur and T>t are wnirior gods and their warfare against 
evil giants and monsters is the paUem of what such warfare 
shoula be Each of these hero warnors is supreme over 
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one realm of nature Odin is the god of the wmd and 
tempest, Thor is the dreadful wielder of the thunder bolt, 
Baldur is the bnght god of the sun, while Frey and his 
Van gods are gentler, Ariel like spirits who float in the 
summer breeze and live in ibe summer flowers Against 
these kindly powers of summer and life are ranged Loki 
and the giant powers of winter and death- 
When the thunder rolled and rattled o^erhead ths North 
men would say, “Hark 1 Thor drives his chariot furiously " 
When the wind howled and tempests blew across the 
sky, they would say, “There gallops the Wild Huntsman." 
But the religion of the Nonhmen was not Nature worship 
only , they ret ered Odin and Thor and the other heroes of 
Asgard as the highest moral beings, as iheir own personal 
gods, to whom every man owed sacrifice and prayer 
Strength and valour, joined to nobility of purpose, were 
the qualities the Northmen most admired, the qualities 
of their ideal hera To this ideal so one of them could 
ever attain But they felt that the gods they worshipped 
had these qualities in perfection. In 0dm and Thor, 
BiWur ana Tyr they adored these virtues, in Loki and 
his monstrous children they detested the \ iccs they scorned 
— weakness, cunning and coward cc 
But in spite of this worship, the Northmen did not 
regard all the myths about their gods witl religious awe. 
Many of the Edda stones are only of the nature of tributes 
to the dazzling personality of the yEsir They are stones 
m character, as it were, legends invented to glonfy the 
distinctive features of some favounte hero whom the people 
delighted to honour These legends were included ir 
the eser growing cycle of stones which surrounded the 
figure of each hero but ihew were looked upon rather ns 
poetical fictions than as authentic narmiivcs 
The greatest of all the .lEsir is Odin He is the supreme 
god of Heaven, the lord of battle and storm as well as 
the father and creator of men Odin is the incamaiioa 
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of justice and the insjvirer of poetry Mimer, Odins unde, 
endowed him with both his inspintion as a poet md his 
wisdom as a judge In a magic draught the gift of poetry 
was con\e>ed, but for wisdom Odin had to pledge his e)e 
Further, he possesses the spirit of prophecj, he is skilled 
in the arts of magic and disines secrets hidden from all 
other ejes by means of his Runes. The bearing and 
countenance of the king of gods and men, express great 
nobility of character, determined courage, and a calm forti 
tude m the face of cerUm evil to come, the Doom of the 
/Esir of which you sh-il hear more later on. 

The northern people pictured their great All father m 
many different disgu ses WTicn he came down from his 
high seat to walk on the earth amongst men, he would often 
conceal his personal^) in the dress of an ordinary traveller 
and call himself “Waywise” He looked like an old man, 
with a long dark beard and one piercing e>e and a blue 
cloak hung on h.s shoulders Odin’s horse is Sleipmr, 
the swift, dapple grey, eight 'ooled steed, who carries 
his master with equal ease down to the dark pit of Helhe.m 
or through the cloudy sk> In the city of Asgard he 
wears the dress of a wamor, shm.ng gold aimour spear 
sword and shield, as befitted the Chief of the warnors of 

Valhalla. Thence as ‘Chooser of the Slam he «ends forth 

the Valkynor fair warnor maidens who bring m every 
evening the heroes fallen in fight to feast at the tables of 

^^'Afo^d^m’s feet m his palace of Gladsheim sit two wolves 
On his shoulders perch his two ravens Hugin and Munin 
fThoueht and Memory) whom each day he sends out over 
the world to bring him news of how men fare and wha* 

*^Thor is the most glonous of the sons of Od n As 
hi> name tells us he is the Thunderer (“Thunor means 
Thunder) He is p.«ured as fiery and tempestuous ,n 
disposition, heavy and massive m build-he is ruddy m 
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complexion and red haued. Perhaps Thor is a more exact 
image of a stalwart Norscmao m the pnme of mannood 
than any other of the jEsir 

Odin on bis djmg steed, presents an imposing figure 
amongst kings and great lords in hts journeys on earth. 
Thor, on the other hand, visits the farms of the peasants 
ard the huts of the poor He travel too often in the 
most homely fashion, on his feet, or ndes m his rumbl ng 
chariot drawn by two he-goats When Thor passes to 
Jotunheim the earth fiames and the mountains cast forth 
fire He sns between bis goats and fais eyes fiasb Ike 
lightning His marvellous hammer, the work of duarfi> 
is the weapon he hurls against trolls and monsters. 
Miolnir has the mage poi er of returning always to his 
hands clothed in their m ghty iron gloves. Round b s 
waist IS the girdle wh ch gises us wearer strength He 
IS a welcome guest, for wh !e Odin is thsur judge, Thor 
IS called the Fnend of men.* He brings seed time and 
hariest, be gives children to the home, from h m men ask 
a mamage blessing and at the last, Thor who guordeo 
the )ouag life of tie new bom babe, honours and cares 
for the ashes of the dead. 

Thor IS the champ on of tfa* ^sir in the r struggles 
with the r enem Cs, the giants, but he is also the guard an 
of men against the dark pwwers of evil, against witches 
and b ack magic. 

Indeed TTior’s strength of body was nearly as great as 
that of the giants against whom he fought. He has been 
called ‘the Hercules of the North." Hercules as I expect 
)'ou all know was a Creek hero. If you haie not read it 
already you should get Hawthorne s “VS onder Book" where 
the story of Hercules is beautifully toM Then >-ou can 
compare the Greek and the Northern heroes and see whether 
you thmk the name “the Hercules of the North " a good one 
for TTior There is certa nljr one strong po nt of IXeness 
between Thor and Hercules hke Hercules Thor made 
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« f5ne use of his great strength he used u to defend the 
weak and innocent and to overthrow the wicked and cruel 
His dwelling is “Thrudheim* or world of strength The 
gift of great strength bnngs the duty of great labours. 
Tho-'s life must be arduous, for his might is great 
No easy roads or soft heme life are his portion He 
must tra\el by Inrd and rugged paths and face dangerous 
monsters. At the end, when the fate o'' the gods is 
rear at hand, he must deal the death blow to the most 
terrible monster of the earth— the sea serpent, the bitter 
enemy of gods and men 

If amongst Odin’s sons Thor is the favounte of men, 
llaldur IS the darling of the gods. He is the bnght shining 
one and his palace, Uroadblinlc, sheds its light oser the 
country far and wide. 

In Haldur, the Noithmen saw the perfect image of 
beauty, }’ 0 uth and goodness He is Baldur the Beloved, 
Baldur the Beautiful, the Bold, the Bright Ever) one 
and everything loves Baldur, only the wicked Loki is jealous 
of him only Loki’s dreadful daughter Hela refuses to 
weep for his death But Baldur cannot be banished to 
the land of shadows for ever His death is the forerunner 
of disaster, but Odin, and Odin alone, knows that he will 
live and come again after the Doom of the gods then 
he will join his brother heroes on the new spnng earth 
and once more make all things bnght and joyous by his 
glonous presence Loki the Deceiver who compassed the 
death of Baldur will then be no more. To him there is 
no return after Ragnarok Sin and guile will no longer 
walk abroad amongst the gods 

Tyr IS the god of peace and victory he is the type ot 
perfect strength courage asid fortitude The Northmen 
however, regarded him as a mysterious god and \ie 
know less of 1 tm than of the other great sons of Odin 
Fngga the wife of Odin, is mistress and chief of all the 
goddes'es of the North She is the Queen and mother of 
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the gods She rules with Odio in his palace of Gladsheim 
shares his high seat on Air Throne, his joys and his 
sorrows She is the generous gtver of all good gifts to 
the women who look to her as their patron. She bnngs 
happiness to the home, to husband and wife, father and 
son, mother and daughter So much is she the goddess 
of the home, the good wife and ntother who spins wool 
for her household, that e\en now some of the Northern 
people call the stars we know as “Onon's Belt* the “Spindle 
of Fngg* 

Besides the great gods of Asgard the people of the 
north distinguished another class of superior beings, by 
name Vanir or Vans These were the gods of Air and 
vater, and the greater gods admitted them to Asgard 
and to the company of heroes almost on an equa' footing 
The ch ef of these gods is Nibrd, the protector of sailors, 
who Lves on the breery sea shore at Noaiun (the place 
of ships) Niords ‘on Frey, and his daughter Frejjt, 
are among the most charming of the race of Vans These 
tno youthful deities are much alike They bring spring 
and summer, ram and sunshine, buds and blossoms, and 
joy and beauty to gods and to men. 

Heinidall, the watchman of ibe gods and the guardian 
of the Rainbow Bridge, stands apart from all other deities 
He alone has strange gold teetb and the sharp senses 
of a bud, ejes that see a thousand leagues away, and 
ears that hear the grass grow But he has also a place 
in the ranks of the Van gods, wth bis coloured bow of 
light, water and air 

The infenor orders of supernatural beings, in'enor that 
IS to the superior gods and Vans, are the races of El\es 
and Dwarfs These tiny creatures embody the living 
and growing life of the world of nature all around us. 
There are elves of water and eUes of air, chcs of sun 
shine and cloud elves of tre^s and flowers and of rocks 
and rivers. Elves may be light or dark good or bad. 
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The name “Elf" is often kept for the good natured 
little, open air light eUes mho are friendly to men, while 
the cunning, cross grained, little dajk elves are called 
dwarfs The fncndly elves live above the earth, the) 
make the trees wave ihetr leaves and paint the flowers 
in all their lovely colours You may remember how in the 
Midsummer Nt^Afs Dream a fairy’s work is “to hang 
a pearl m every cowslips ear" and the spots in their 
“ gold coats ” are “ rubies, fatty favours " 

One story relates that Odin banished the dwarf, to 
the caves and holes of the earth as a punishment for kill 
ing Kvasir, the best and most learned of men However, 
this may be, it is certain that he has supreme power over 
these mischievous and spiteful little gnomes, he forces 
them to use Ihetr marvellous skill as workers m told and 
precious stones at his pleasure and for his service The 
weapons they forge are unsurpassed, their jewels are 
masterpieces of cunning art Freyjas necklace, ‘ Brisinga 
men," came from the dark worUhops of the dwarfs , Frey s 
boar steed, “Golden Bnstles,” and the folding ship 
“Skidbladnir’ are their handiwork, also Odin’s golden 
spear and his magic nng Dmupnir 

The giants of the earth delight in doing harm to man 
m their monstrous fashion as the dwarfs do in their tiny 
gnat like way Both are alike the encni es of the /Csir, 
and of their chosen people the human race. The gnnts 
are less clever than the dwarfs, they inflict injury by 
mere brute force, while the dwarfs inflict it by superior 
cunning 

But with one or two exceptions (such as ,Egir, the Sea 
King) the giants are deceitful mean aid selfish From 
the beginning of the world they have waged a never 
end ng fight against their truthful, noble and generous 
enemies, the gods of Valhalla. 

The arch enemy of gods and men alike is a monster 
in the likeness of a god Worse than frost giant o' 
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tnounuin giant, dnarf or demon, ii LoVi the Decei«r 
}{e li\cs amongat the gods but he is of the nattirc and 
family of pants. Evil b Jib good, just as esnl is the 
good of MiJton'f Satao, and hts life is spent in p’otting 
wicLcuness agamst the gods wiih whom he dwells, and 
against their children, the sons of men lake him m 
nature though not in form are hii three dreadful children, 
lleta, jOrmungand and Fcnnr, of whom you wall leans 
more in the stones that follow Lcki is the spirit of cssl, 
from whom ail other evil spnngs, though he lives in 
Asgard he roams up and down on the earth and in the 
land of giants, scattering csil far .and wide. But bis 
daughter Hela may oot leas'c the dark Under world. 
Jbrmungand, his serpent son, is forced to live m the ocean 
deeps, while lennr is kept in Asgard till his dav of 
binding sh.alt come. Mo one of Lokis children has so 
much evil might as their father, but all ihe eval they can 
imagine, that they do. But the day of doom will come, 
for Ragnarok bnogs eternal death to the brood of monsters 
and their dread father For a season only they are allowed 
Co live and trouble (he earth 

For there are bemgs m whose hands all fates le, the 
‘inal fate of the world, and even that of the arch*deceiver, 
Loki hirosclf These mysterious beings the Northmen 
called the “Noms” or Fates. They are three sisters and 
their names are Uid, Verdandi and Skuld Thc) are of 
pant race and they reign supreme over the lues and fates 
of gods and men alike. For we must remember that the 
jCsir were not immortal Ragn-arok must come, the all 
powerful Noms have willed it so. 

The whole of life is m the h.ands of the Noms and 
life IS the web they spin They deal out joy and sorrow, 
sickness and health, life and death 

In the Faroe Isles, where many oJd Norse customs and 
sayings live on, the peoole still call the white spots on 
the nails of their hands “Nom spots," the spots of Fate 
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Luck. These spots are supposed to be prophetic of 
some future event, a piece of luck, a boon from the 
Eo%cniors of Fate, the Norns 
The world over which the Norns had supreme power 
and >^hich wis inhabited by the gods, men -rnd giants 
have been talking abour, is described for us m the 
Edda as flat and round and w something like the diagrams 
>ou Will find m this book 

Midgard or the world of men, is as its name tells us, 
the middle world Upon it rests the arch of Heaven 
Outside Midgard lies the circle of the sea, and beyond 
the sea in the far north west lies Utgard, or the outer 
world, the home of giants and frost Asgard in the midst 
of the earth, is a fair city upon a hiU, overlooking the 
whole earth, which the gods buiU and fortified for their 
own abode Here was the great hall Valhalla, and count* 
)ss$ pahees of the gods besides 
Deep below the earth lie Niflhcim and Helheim the 
kingdoms of the dead 

Towering high above all worlds and reaching down 
beneath the depths of the earth, lower than Helheim itself 
grows Yggdnsil, the evergreen World Ash It has three 
roots, one stretches far away into the sky, above the homes 
of gods and men one pierces down through Niflheim into 
the gloomy region of Kelheun and the third read es to 
Utgard the land of the frost giants 
In the branches of the Ash sits an eagle four stags 
browse on its leaves at the lowest root in Helheim gnaws 
the dragon, NidhOgg up and down the tree from top 
to bottom runs a spiteful squirrel Ratatosfc (Rat tooth), 
making mischief between Nidhbgg and the Eagle 

High above the topmost root is the Sacred Fountain of 
Urd From this well Mimer gave 0dm his draught of 
Wisdom Its waters feed the roots of the Ash, and from 
It ail rivers of earth flow Here too, is the home of 
the Noms, the awful Sisters of Fate 
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How then did this wondeWuI Ltfc'Ash and alt the worlds 
under its thnde come into being? For in the beginning 
of time there wns neither Asgard nor Midgard, no life 
of mm or god, of plant or beast. As the old lay tells us 
—one giant was alL 

" In llw brj'nn ng of all things \inir I raJ 
Theie ne linr ^lote. nor tea, nor colii salt txltoas 
There was ne earth then nor tliy aborr, 
holhing but a yawning abyss, nowbere aas gratv*’ 

Tlie “jnwning abyss," the nothingness from which the 
srorld was made, sns called “Cinnungagap." From out 
of this abyss, a world as much “ without form and sod" 
as the world of the first chapter of Genesis, 0dm and 
two brother gods created the earth. According to one 
old tile they bid Midgard nse out of the sea, according 
to another tJiey crested the world from* the body of their 
fillen foe, the first giant \mir To quote the words of 
the Edda again * 

'* Out of Yniir’s 6eih was the world crested 
The mountains out of bis boors, 

Tbe heareni from ibe tVnU of the cold (Tost giant. 

Oat of hu blond th* surging Sea.' 

Man was the crowning work of creation, Odin and 
his brother gods found two blocks of wtxid on the sea 
shore m the likeness of man and woman These tree- 
like forms were the work of dwarfs. Into them the gods 
breathed the breach of life, and from Ask and Embla the 
human race has sprung 

Over the tnbes of men whom they had created the 
iCsir ruled, protecting them from evil and inspinng them 
to good. In these days the Sons of Cod walked familiarly 
on the Earth amongst the sons of men. Odin from Asgard 
travelled to Midgard that he might know and help his 
children on Earth 

In spite of the stimng adventures and jovial feasts m 
which tbe gods spent their days, whether in Valhalla or 
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ahnwtl, a cloud huoR over them a cloud which rtcw 
daiVer after the death of Unidur the I}elo^ed 

Odin, m his wisdom, foresaw most clcarl> the doom of 
the Kodi. and such a clear knowledge of coming csil 
could not but add to the many sorrows and cares which 
weighed on the All Father's heart and showed in his anxious 

one. not even he. could tell when the fiial day. 
Ka„narok. would come, but it behoved all to be read) and 
watching, since the Noms had spoken and the judgment 
of the gods must fall 

(..Imli, ..Ihout comrUmms. >li' /On a.ailtd 
fait If th. lOT. alloH'J '» " 

-ra, the mnre imrorlant that thty il.aald ata this span 
«tlL So, in tpita ol tli. d.ik shade, thty hoped, m 
spite of a fear at the.r hearts, they lived 
cheerfal beanos aod daontless coarase. Odin, in one 
of the Edda lays deela-es lhat 

•* The gorts mwi d* 

Alone (mnhortal I ves 
The wh re (lower hsme. 
rvnedbywg'onow*!'®-" 

Their noble parpose m the fare of death has s.med 
for the /Csir this dTthtes Fame, the sole consolation they 

IS cornel- At this cry as 0dm had fore 
seen t^r and mm cover the eanh from the depths 
of t'he ocean rises JOrmnnsmid. the stev. seaseipent, 
and breakms foPh from hi. appointed hmit. he ove - 
whelms the earth and drowns it in the raging sea. His 
I. sK rennr the dreadful wolf bound by Glcipnir to 
Sv'fr^’k, S. t. eham and dashes on, to attack and 
Slav .h.le Loki, their father inventor of ..ckednes^s, 
frcL' himself tmm the toPanns poni.hment indmted by 
the Xsir as a toward of his evil deeds and leads on a 
troop of hostile Eianls "E-nst h.s lords and masters 
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The last day of horror is aanounced b> the cock, “Cold 
coTih," CTOwinp oser Atfonl lo call the ;:odi to the fight 
From Giant lantl a bright red cock shrills out hiS clanon, 
and out of the dismal pit of ffciheim a sooty red cock warns 
the prisoners below to awake and join in the struggle 
Garni, the dog of Darkness and sentinel of Hell mouth, 
bnVa madly at the unwonted uproar increasing the tumult 
b> fats bellowing In tain docs OdiR take counsel of the 
wise Mimcr Hciirdalls horn has assembled the yEsir on 
their last battle fcid . the final scene, Ragnarok has come 
Tlie world is shaken to its inmost depths , even the 
mghty kVorld Ash trembles to the roots Dwarfs moan 
outside their rock) homes , Skinfiiai and Rimfaxi (Golden 
Mane and Hoary ManeX the horses that draw the radiant 
chmoe of the sun up and down the steeps of rieaven. 
base taken their last journey How’ing witJi wideopen 
jaws, the monster wolves, Hati and SkoU, devour both 
Sun and Moon. Darkness falls on the face of the earth. 
Then lo the black and frost bound wnnter the great battle 
begins lit only by the fianung sword of Surt, chiefiam 
of the sons of Muspell, the giants of fire- 
Od n, king of the gods, wrestles with Fennr in deadi) 
combat and is killed by ihe monster Thor and Jdrroungand 
prove each the banesmin of the other , Tyr and Garni 
the dog of Hell fall in I ke manner Loki is slam, but 
not before be has given his death wound to the rad ant 
Hei ndalL Frey the summer king struggles m vain against 
the fire king Suit. Though the r enemies have fallen 
the gods are conquered, are dead. 

Now the stirs fall fton heaven, the sea rises up and 
swallows the earth darning fire reaches even beyond the 
clouds. The race of man is blotted out Noth rg remains 
but fire and flood, destruction and desolation 
Ragnarok has come I 

Few may see totber off 
Tbeo whenOdiBiseeU the wolf ” 
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CHAPTER I 


,n Earth Hr teuhcs the ttf‘ ” 'V" 

Mwict's U'tU-thr Prut af Wisdom Odiit 
broods nor Ntfihcm and ponders its mystenes 

In Asoird city Odin the ivatchful All Father 
Lr of the gode mounted Air Throne and^ked 
over the wlfole 

*V-ertr:hfi.oreso^.^--^^;-- 

but alas 1 the men of 

fearful At this moment 1 s« a ^ 

g^nt striding out of „hol= of 

shepherd ooj into ,jges them 

the flock into his P“''''- V bones as if 

out agvm one >” °™ ^ , , ,|i ,he time men look 
the> were hazel nuts wniisi 

on and do ^ „„e last night I 

- Father cried Tto in g ^ 
forged for m>seir a belt a gio> ^ 
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^^:th tthich three things I uill go forth alone to 
Jotunhcim 

Thor went and Odin looked again 

As he looked he saw so man^ giants and 
monsters nourishing m the world that he turned 
to Queen Trigga saying It is quite dear I'rgga 
that 1 must remain in idleness no longer at 
Asgard for monsters are bred up in Joturiheim 
and the earth has need of me.” ^ saymg 
lodtscending mstantlj from Atr Throne Odin went 
forth of Asgard s golden gates to tread the earth 
of common men fighting to p ercc through Joton 
heim and slaj its monstrous sms. 

In his joumeyings 0 dm mixed freelj with the 
people of the countries through wh ch he passed 
shared \ ith them tod and pleosu e \ ar and grief 
taught them out of his ovn large expectance m 
sp red them vitit his noble thoughts and exalted 
them bj his example Even to the oldest he 
20 could teach much and in the even ng when the 
labours of the day were end«l and the sun cast 
slanting rays upon the village green it was plea 
sant to see the sturdy village jouths grouped 
round that noble chief hangng open mouthed 
upon his words as he told them of his great fight 
with the g ant of long ago and then po ntmg 
towards Jotunheim expla ned to them hov that 
fight was not jet over for that gants and 
monsters grew round them on every s de and 
30 they too mght do battle bravely and be heroes 
and JEfi r of the earth 
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One evening after thus drinking in his burning 
"ords they al] trooped together to the ^ilJage 
smithy, and Odin forged for them all night arms 
and armour instructing them at the same time 
Jn their use. In the morning he said Farenell 
children I ha\e further to go than you can 
Come but do not forget me when I am gone 
nor how to fight as I haie taught } 0 u ISever 
Cease to be true and bra\e never turn your arms 
against one another and never turn them awayio 
from the giant and (he oppressor 

Then the villagers returned to their homes and 
their field labour and 0dm pressed on through 
trackless uninhabited woods up silent mountains 
Over the lonely ocean until he reached that 
strange mysterious meeting place of sea and sky 
There brooding over the waters like a grey sea 
fog sat Mime*- guardian of the well where wit 
and wisdom lie hidden 

Alimer said Odin going op to him boldlv m 
let me drink of the waters of wisdom 

Truly Odin answered Mimer it is a great 
treasure tliat you seek ard one which man} haie 
sought before but who when they knew the price 
of it turned back 

Then replied Odin I would gi\e my right 
hand for wisdom willingly 

Nay rejoined the remorseless Mimer it is 
not your right hand but your nght eye >ou must 
give. 30 

Odin was very sorry when he heard the words 
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Jotunheim, from abo\e, and this, the oldest of 
the three, out of Niflheim Odm looked long 
upon its timeworn, knotted hbres and watched 
how thej’ were for e\er gnawed by hiidhogg the 
en\ lous Serpent, and his brood of poisonous 
diseases. Then he wondered what he should 
see next , and one by one spectres arose fix>m 
Nastrond, the Shore of Corpses — arose and wan- 
dered pale, naked, nameless and without a home 
Then Odm looked down deeper into the abyss ofio 
abysses, and saw all its shapeless, nameless ills , 
whilst far below him, deeper than Nastrond, 
Yggdrasil, and Nidhc^g, roared H\ergelmir, the 
boiling cauldron of evil Nine nights and days 
this braie wise Asa hung over Niflheim ponder- 
ing More brave and more wise he turned away 
from It than when he came. It is true that he 
sighed often on his road ihence to jOtunheim, 
but IS it not always thus that wisdom and 
strength come to us w’eepmg? 20 


CHAPTER II 

Odtn tn Jotunhtim LoHs momtrotts Children 
aud their fnir Odnt sees the Rairthotv bnd^e 
and Us Keeper HeimdaU. 

When Odm got to ihe land of giants, be fought 
w ith the three wicked ctuldren of Loki, the con- 
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trivcr of cvj! those monsters whom he had before 
seen from Air Throne Jormun^ind the ^fidgard 
serpent he threw into the deep ocean where he 
went on growing till he had cncircle<l the whole 
earth and his tail grew down bis throat HeJa, 
half corpse half queen he cast through the Abjss 
into Ifclhcim to rule over the Dead. Tenrir most 
ferocious of wolves he took home with him to 
Valhalla in the hopes of taming him So Fenrir 
jofollowed and Odin led tlicwa^ out of Jotunbeiin 
across the ocean over the earth until he came to 
the heavenly hills which held up the southern skj 
tcnderl> in the r glittering arms. There half on 
the mountain top and half m air sat Heimdall 
guardian of the tremulous bridge Bifrost that 
arches from earth to heaven 

Ileimdall was a tall white Van with golden 
teeth and a wonderful horn called the Giallar 
Horn which he gencmll) kept hidden under the 
sotrec Yggdrasil but when he blew it the sound 
went out into all worlds. 

Ivov Od n liked the looks of Heimdall and 
talked long to him and in the course of their talk 
Heimdall told him many strange things and 
amongst others that he could hear the grass gro v 
and the wool on the backs of sheep and strangest 
of all he told him about tl e Noms those three 
mysterous mighty ma dens Pa»t Present and 
Future through whose cold fingers run the golden 
jjthreads of Time and who ever sit by Urda s sacred 
fount which springs above the arch of B Frost 
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CHAPTER HI 

Odins return to Asgard He tells hts story to the 
Gods and Goddesses Then journey to Bi/rost 
and thence to Urda s Fount Thor learns that 
all cannot tra el by the same road The Three 
Fatal Sisters working the Web of Time 

On his return to A^ard Odm ualked through 
the golden gates of the City into the palace of 
Gladsheim and into the hall Valhalla where just 
then the ^ir and Asymur were assembled at 
their evening meal Odin sat down to the table 
Without speaking and still absent and meditative, 
proceeded to carve the great boar Stehrimnir 
which every evening eaten was every morning 
whole again Not till after supper did Odin begin 
to relate his adventures to the /Esir and Asymur lo 
He told them all about Heimdal] and hoiv he had 
Seen his bridge Bifrdst and what he had heard of 
Urda and the Noms Frigga and indeed all the 
^sir and Asymur were so much struck b> this 
story that they determined to visit Heimdall the 
next day in order that they might see these 
marvels for themselves 

When they arrived at Bifrost they were amazed 
at the bridge Odin had described to them And 
well might they be amazed for the like of it was 20 
never seen on the ground Trembling and glitter 
ing It swung across the sky up from the top of 
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the mountain to the clouds, and down again into 
the distant sea. 

“Bifrostl Bifrost! exclaimed the /Esir won 
denngly, and Hetmdall was pleased at their 
surprise 

At the archs highest point said he pointing 
upward rises that fountain of which I spoke 
Do you wish to see it to day? 

Tint do we indeed cried all the /Esir in a 
lo breath Quick HcimdaU and unlock the bndges 
golden gate 

Then Hcimdall took all his keys out and fitted 
them into the diamond lock till he found the 
right one and the gate flew open with a sound at 
the same time sad and cheerful like the dripping 
ofleaie* after <i thunder shower 

The ./Esir pressed m , but as they passed him 
Heimdall laid hi$ hand upon Thors shoulder and 
said I am very sony Thor but it cannot be 
20 helped You must go to the fountain alone by 
another way for >ou arc so strong and heavy 
that if jou Were to put your foot on BifrOst either 
it would tremble in pieces beneath your weight or 
take fire from the friction of your iron heels 
Yonder however aretworiver clouds call>.d Kormt 
and Ermf through which you can wade to the 
Sacred Urd and you will assuredly reach it in 
time though the waters of the clouds are strong 
and deep 

30 At the words of Heimdall Thor fell back from 
the bridges head vexed and sorrowful Am I 
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but though they Icxiked long the /Csir could dis- 
tinguish no topmost bough and it almost seemed 
to them thit from somcttherc up above th s 
mi^ht} earth tree must draw another root so firmly 
and so tall it grew On one side stood the Palace 
of the Norns which was so bnght that it almost 
blinded them to look at it and on the other the 
CJrda fountain plashed its cool waters — nsing /all 
ing glittering as nothing e\cr glitters on this side 
othc clouds Two ancient swans swam under the 
fount and around it sat Three. Ah I how shall 2 
describe them — Urd Verdandi Skuld. They were 
might> the> were wnlful and one was veiled 
Sitting upon the Doomstcad they watched the 
water as it rose and fell and passed golden thread'* 
from one to another Verdandi plucked them 
busy fingers from Skulds reluctant hand and 
wo\e them in and out quickly almost carelessl) 
for some she tore and blemished and some she 
ro cruelly spoiled. Then Urd took the woof awa> 
from her smoothed its rough places and covered 
up some of the torn gaping holes but she hid 
away many of the bright parts too and then rolled 
it all round her great roller Oblivion which grew 
thicker and heavier every moment And so they 
went on Verdandi drawing from Skuld and Urd 
f'om Verdandi but whence Skuld drew her 
separate bright threads no one could see. She 
never seemed to reach Uu- end of them and 
3 oneither of the sisters ever stopped or grew weary 
of her work. 



HOW THOR WENT TO 
JOTUNHELM 

ClIAPTEk I 

Thors sftrt for the Land of Giants The 
PeasvtCs Uut ani a tnenl of CeatJIish 
el n/j’ht // the Giants Glo'e Tl or meets 
Skr^mtr m the I orest and chalhnges hutl 
Thors fun us Hammer fails against Ctaut 
Serar^th 

O^CL on a time Asa Thor and Loti set out on 
a journey from Asgard to Jotunheim Tliej 
tra\e!Icd m Tliors chariot drawn by two milk 
white goats It was a somewhat cumbrous iron 
chariot and the wbeek made a rumbling no se as 
jt moved which sometimes startled the Indies of 
Asgard and made them tremble but Thor liked 
it thought the noise sweeter than anj music and 
was never so happy as when he was journej mg m 
ID It from one place to another 

Thej travelled all day and in the evening thej 
came to a countrymans house It was a poor 
lonely place but Thor descend“d from his chanot 
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and determined to pass the night there The 
countryman ho\\e\er had no food in his house 
to give these travellers and Thor who liked to 
feast himself and make every one feast with him 
was obliged to kill his own two goats and serve 
them up for supper He invited the countryman 
and his wife and children to suo with him but 
before they began to eat he made one request o' 
them 

Do not on any account he said break or iq 
throw away any of the bones of the goats you are 
going to eat for supper 

I w onder why said the peasant s son Thialfi 
to his sister Roska Roska could not think of any 
reason and by and bye Thialfi happened to have 
a very nice little bone given him w ith some marrow 
m It ‘ Certainly there can be no harm in my 
breaking just this one he said to himself it 
would be such a pity to lose the marrow and as 
Asa Thors head was turned another way he slyiyao 
broke the bone in two sucked the marrow and 
then threw the pieces into the goats skins where 
Thor had desired that all the bones might be 
placed I do not know whether Thialfi was 
uneasy during the night about what he had 
done but in the morning he found out the reason 
of Asa Thor s command and received a lesson on 
“wondering why which he never foigot ail his 
life after 

As soon as Asa Thor r^e m the morning heja 
took his hammer Miolnir in his hand and held it 
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o\cr the goit sJvjns as thc^ Ja> on the fioor, whis 
penng runes the ^\hilc. They were dead skins 
wiUi dry bones on them tshen he began to speak , 
but IS he Slid the last word, Thialfi uho was 
looking cunousI> on saiv two hve goits spnng up 
and ualk tovrards the chariot as fresh and uel! as 
when the> brought the chanot uo to the door 
Thialfi hoped T)ut no one of the goats limped 
a little uith his hind leg and Asa Thor saw it 
ioHis brow grew dark as he looked and for a 
minute Thialfi thought he would run far far into 
the forest and ne%er come back again, but one 
look more at Asa Thors face angr) as it was 
made him change hts mind He thought of a 
better thing to do thin running away He came 
forward threw himself at the Asas feet and con 
fessing what he had done begged pardon for his 
disobedience. Thor listened and the displeased 
look passed away from his face. 

20 You have done wrong Thialfi he said raising 
him up but as ^ou hive confessed }Our fault 
so bravel} instead of punishing jdu I will take 
} ou with me on my journej and teach you myself 
the lesson of obedience to the Alsir which is I 
see wanted 

Roska chose to go with her brother and from 
that day Thor had two faithful servants who 
followed him wherever he went 

The chanot and goats were now left behind 
3obut with Loki and his two new followers Thor 
journeyed on to the end of Manheim over the sea 
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and then on , on, m the strange, barren, misty land 
of Jotunheim Sometimes they crossed great 
mountains , sometimes they had to make their 
^vaJ among tom and ni^ed rocks, which often, 
through the mist, appeared to them to wear the 
forms of men, and once for a whole day they tra 
versed a thick and tangled forest In the evening 
of that day, being very much tired, they saw with 
pleasure that they had come upon a spacious hall 
of which the door, as broad as the house itself, lo 
stood wide open 

" Here we may very comfortabl> lodge for the 
night," said Thor, and they went in and looked 
about them 

The house appeared to be perfectly empty, 
there was a wide hall, and five smaller rooms open- 
ing into it They were, however, too tired to 
examine it carefully, and as no inhabitants made 
their appearance, they ate their supper in the hall, 
and lay dow n to sleep But they had not rested » 
long before they were disturbed by strange noises, 
groanmgs, muttermgs, and snortings, louder than 
any animal that they had ever seen in their lives 
could make By and bye the house began to 
shake from side to side, and it seemed as if the 
very earth trembled Thor sprang up in haste, 
and ran to the open door, but, though he looked 
earnestly into the starlit forest, there was no enemy 
to be seen anywhere. Loki and Thialfi, after 
groping about for a time, found a sheltered cham-30 
ber to the right, where they thought they could 
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finish their nights rest in safety but Thor with 
Miolnir in his hmd watched nt the door of the 
house all ni^ht As soon ns the day dawned he 
went out into the forest and there stretched on 
the ground close bj the house he saw* a strange 
uncouth gigantic shape of a man out of whose 
nostnls came a breath which swajed the trees to 
their \ery tops There was no need to wonder 
any longer what the disturbing noises had been 
loThor fearlessly walked up to this strange monster 
to have a better look at him but at the sound of 
his footsteps the giant shape rose slowly stood up 
an immense height and looked down upon Thor 
with two great misty eyes like blue mountain 
lakes 

“Who are you? said Thor standing on tiptoe 
and stretching his neck to lool up and why do 
you make such a noise as to prevent your neigh 
hours from sleeping?" 

lo My name is Skrymir said the gian* sternlj 
I need not ask yours You are 1 ttle Asa Thor 
of Asgard but pray now what have vou done 
V ith my glove ? 

As he spoke he stooped down and picked up 
the hall where Thor and his companions had 
passed the n ght and which rn truth nas nothing 
more than his glove the room where Loki and 
Th alfi had slept being the thumb 

Thor rubbed his ey^ and felt as if he must 

30 be dreaming Rousing himself hov ever he raised 
Miofnir in his hand and trying to keep h s eyes 
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fixed On the giant’s fac^ which seemed to be 
always changing, he said, “It is time that you 
should hnow, Skrymir, that I am come to Jotun 
heim to fight and conquer such evil giants as you 
are, and, little as you think me I am ready to 
try my strength against yours ’ 

“Try jt then,’ said the giant 
And Thor, without another word, threw Miolnir 
at his head 

“ Ah ! Ah ! ’’ said the giant , ‘ did a leaf touch 10 
me?" 

Again Thor seized Miolnir, which always re 
turned to his hand, however far he cast it from 
him, and threw it with all his force 

The giant put up his hand to hia forehead 
“I think,’’ he said, “that an acorn must have 
fallen on my head 

A third time Thor struck a blow the heaviest 
that ever fell from the hand of an Asa but this 
time the giant laughed out loud zo 

“ There is surely a bird on that tree, he said, 

" who has let a feather fall on my face 

Then, without taking any further notice of Thor, 
he swung an immense wallet over his shoulder, 
and, turning his back upon him, struck into a path 
that led from the forest When he had gone a 
little way he looked round his immense face 
appearing less like a human countenance than 
some strange uncouthly shaped stone toppling on 
a mountain precipice. 30 

“ Ving-Thor he said, ‘ Itt mt give a piece 
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Thor said, shortly; for, to teJJ the truth, he cared 
not to perform an} thing very northy in the com 
pany in which he found himself 

King Utgard appeared pleased uith this choice, 
and ordered one of his servants to bring in his 
dnnlvjng'Cup, called the “cop of penance,” which 
It was his custom to make his guests drain at 
a draught, if thej' had broken any of the ancient 
rules of the society 

10 “ There ! ” he said, handing it to Thor, “ ue call 

It well drunk if a person empties it at a single 
draught Some, indeed, take two to it, but the 
>er}’ puniest can manage it in three" 

Thor looked into the cup, it appeared to him 
long, but not so \er} large after all, and being 
thirst) he put it to his lips, and thought to make 
short work of it, and empty it at one good, hearty 
pull He drank, and put the cup down again, 
but, instead of being empty, it was now just so 
20 full that It could be moved without danger of 
spilling 

“ Ha ' ha I You are keeping all }our strength 
for the second pull I see,” said Utgard, looking m- 
Without answering, Thor lifted the cup again, and 
drank with all his might till his breath failed , but, 
when he put down the cup the liquor had only 
sunk down a little from the bnm 

“ If } ou mean to take thrre draughts to it said 
Utgard, “you are really leaving >ourseIf a \eiy 
JO unfair share for the last time. Look to > ourself, 
VingThor, for, if you do not acquit > ourself 
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better in other feats, we shall not think so much 
of you here as they say the iEsir do in Asgard ’ 

At this speech Thor felt angry, and^ seizing the 
cup again, he drank a third time, deeper and longer 
than he had yet done, but, when he looked into 
the cup, he saw that a very small part only of 
its contents had disappeared Weaned and dis 
appointed he put the cup down, and said he 
would try no mo*^ to empty it 

"It is pretty plain,” said the King, looking lo 
round on the company “that Asa Thor is by no 
means the kind of man we ahvays supposed him 
to be” 

' Nay,” saia Thor, " I am willing to try another 
feat, and you yourselves shall choose wha* it sliall 
be” 

‘Well,’ said the King, “there is a game at 
which our children are used to play A short 
time ago I dare not have named it to Asa Thor 
but now I am curious to see how he will acquit 20 
himself in it It is merely to lift my cat from the 
ground — a childish amusement trulj 

As he spoke a large, grey ca‘ sprang into the 
hall and Thor stooping forward, pul hia hand 
under it to lift it up He tried gently at first but 
by degrees he put forth all his strength tugging 
and straining as he had never done before but 
the utmost he could do was to raise one of the 
cats paws a little way from the ground 

“ It IS just as I thought, said King Utgard 33 
looking round with a smile, ‘but we all are will 
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of good acfvjce before I go When )ou get to 
Ulgard don t make much of joursdf You think 
me a tall man, but >ouha\e taller still to see, and 
jou joursclf are a \erj' little mannikin Turn 
back home whence )-oti came, and be satisfied to 
!n%e learned something of yourself b^ jour jour 
nc\ to Jotunheim ‘ 

“Mannikin or not, fiat mil I never do ” shouted 
Asa Thor after the giant ‘Wc will meet again 
loand something more uill ue learn or teach each 
other” 


CHAPTER n 

TAe CnekanUd City en the Plain TltPr tomes to 
Kins Uts<srds Palate The Giants uelcome 
Thors three feats — the Drinking Match— the 
Game of Cat lifting — )Vrestlin^ u ith the Crone 
Thor rtcogntses King Utgard The Gt mt ex 
flams Thods future The uses of Tra'ellug 

TUOR and his companions now pursued their wav 
further into the land of giants. Before the sun 
was quite high in the heavens they came out of the 
forest and at noon they found themselves on a 
vast barren plain where stood a great citj, whose 
walls of dark rough stone were so high that Thor 
had to bend his head quite Jar back to see the top 
of them When thej approached the entrance of 
so this city they found that the gates were closed and 
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barred but the space between the bars was so 
large that Thor passed through easily and his 
companions followed him The streets of the city 
were gloomy and still They walked on for some 
time without meeting anj one but at length they 
came ‘o a very high building of which the gates 
stood Open 

Let us go in and see what is going on here 
said Thor and they went 

After crossing the threshold they found them lo 
selves m an immense banqueting hall A table 
stretched from one end to the other of it stone 
thrones stood round the table and on every throne 
sat a giant each one as Thor glanced round 
appearing more grim and cold and stony than 
the rest One among them sat on a raised seat 
and appeared to be the chief so to him Thor 
approached and p^id his greetings 

The giant chief just glanced at him and with 
ou rising said in a somewhat careless manner 2c 
It IS I think a foolish custom to tease tired 
travellers with cuestions about their journey I 
know without asking that >ou little fellow are 
Asa T^ior Perhaps howe\er >ou may be in 
reality taller than you appear and as it is a rule 
here that no one shall sit down to table till he has 
performed some wonderful feat let us hear what 
>ou are famed for and in what way you choose to 
prove vourself worthy to sit down in the company 
of giants. 30 

I will try a drinking match with any of you 
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Thor said, shortly ; for, to tell the truth, he cared 
not to perform anything very worthy in the com- 
pany in which he found himself 

King Utgard appeared pleased with this choice, 
and ordered one of his servants to bring in his 
drmking-cup, called the “cup of penance, ’ which 
It was his custom to make his guests drain at 
a draught, if they had broken any of the ancient 
rules of the society 

10 ‘ There • " he said, handing it to Thor, “ e call 

It well drunk if a person empties it at a single 
draught Some, indeed, take two to it, but the 
very puniest can manage it in three' 

rhor looked into the cup , it appeared to him 
Jong, but not so very large after all, and being 
thirsty he put it to his bps, and thought to mal e 
short work of it, and empty it at one good, hearty 
pull He drank, and put the cup down again, 
but, instead of being empt>, it was now just so 
20 full that it could be moved without danger of 
spilling 

‘ Ha ' ha I You are keeping all jour strength 
for the second pull I see,” said Utgard, looking m. 
Without answering, Thor lifted the cup again, and 
drank with all his might till his breath failed , but, 
when he put down the cup, the liquor had only 
sunk down a little from the brim 

“ If j ou mean to take three draughts to it," •'aid 
Utgard, “you are really leaving jourself a verj' 
aounfair share for the last tunc. Look tojoursclf, 
Ving-Thor, for, if you do not acquit jourself 
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better in other feats, we shall not think so much 
of jou here as thej say the >iEsir do in Asgird ’ 

At this speech Thor felt angry, and^ seizing the 
cup again, he drank a third time, deeper and longer 
than he hid jet done, but, when he looked into 
the cup, he saw that a very small part only of 
Its contents had disappeared Wearied and dis 
appointed he put the cup down, and said he 
would trj no mo'e to empty iL 

It IS prctt> plain said the King, looking jo 
round on the company, 'that Asa Thor is by no 
means the kind of man we always supposed him 
to be” 

' Nay, ’ saia Thor, “lam willing to tr> another 
fevt, and you >ourseIves shall clioose what it shall 
be. 

“Well,” said the King “there is a game at 
which our children are used to play A short 
time ago I dare not ha\e named it to Asa Thor 
but now I am curious to see how he will acquit 20 
himself in it It is merely to lift my cat from the 
ground — a childish amusement truly 

As he spoke a large grey ca* sprang into the 
hall and Thor stooping fonrard put hia hand 
under it to lift it up He tried gently at first but 
b> degrees he put forth all his strength tugging 
and straining as he had never done before but 
the utmost he could do was to raise one of the 
cats paws a little way from the ground 

‘ It 15 just as I thought said King Utgard 30 
looking round with a smile , “ but we all are will 
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wg to alJovv that the cat /i- kr^e and Thor but 
a little fellow ” 

‘ Little as you think me,” cried Thor, “who 
IS there who will dare to wrestle with me in my 
anger? ” 

‘ In truth,* said the King, "I don't think there 
IS any one here who would choose to wrestle with 
you, hut, if wrestle you must, I will call m that 
old crone Elli She has m her time, laid low 
10 many a better man than Asa Thor has showTi 
himself to be. ’ 

The crone came; She »vas old, withered and 
toothless and Thor shrank from the thought of 
wrestling with her, but he had ro choice. She 
threw her arms -ound him, and drew him towards 
the ground, and the harder he tried to free hira> 
self, the tighter grew her gra*p The^ struggled 
long Thor strove bravely, but a strange feeling 
of weakness and wcarinesi. came over him and at 
ao length he tottered and fell down on one knee 
before her At this sight all the giants laughed 
aloud and Utgard coming up, desired the old 
woman to leave the hall, and proclaimed that the 
tnaL> were over No one of hts followers would 
notv contend wnth Asa Thor, he said and night 
was approaching He then invited Thor and 
his companions to sit down At the table, and spend 
the night with lum as his guests. Thor, though 
feeling somewhat perplexed and mortiSed, accepted 
30 his invitation courteously, and showed, b> his 
agreeable behaviour dunng the evening that he 
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knew how to beir beinp conquered with a good 
grace. 

In the morning when Thor and his companions 
were lea\ing the citj, the King himself accom* 
pinied them without the gates , and Thor looking 
steadily at him when he turned to bid him fare 
well perceived, for the first time that he was the 
\ery same Giant Skr}mir with whom he had met 
m the forest 

“Come now Asa Thor, said the giant with aio 
strange sort of smile on his face, tell me truly, 
before jou go, how >ou think >our journey has 
turned out, and whether or not I was right in 
saying that >ou would meet with better men than 
yourself in Jotunheim 

" I confess freel> answered Asa Thor looking 
up without any Ciise shame cn his face that / 
have acquitted myself but humbly and it grieves 
me , for I know that m Jotunheim henceforward 
it will be said that I am a man of little worth 20 

“ By my troth • no cried the giant heartilj 
“ Never should you have come into my city if 
I had known what a mighty man of valour j ou 
really are , and now that you are safely out of 
It I will for once tell the truth to >ou Thor 
All this time I have been deceiving you by my 
enchantments When >ou met me :n the forest 
and hurled Miolnir at my head I should have 
been crushed by the weight of >our blows had I 
not skilfully placed a mountain between myselfso 
and you, on which the strokes of your hammer 
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fell and where jou cleft three deep ravines which 
shall henceforth become verdant valle>'^ In the 
same manner I deceived ^ou about the contests in 
which >ou engaged last night When jou took 
such deep draughts from the horn j ou httle knew 
what a wonderful feat you were performing The 
other end of that liom reached the ocean and 
when jou come to the shore you will see ho \ far 
Its waters have fallen a\va> and how much the 
lodeep sea itself has been diminished b> vour 
draught Hereafter men watching the going out 
of the tide mil call it the ebb or draught of Thor 
Scarcely less wonderful was the prowess >ou dis 
plajed m the second tnal What appeared to 
you to be a cat was m rea]it> the Midgard 
serpent, which encircles the world When we saw 
JOU succeed in moving it we trernbled lest the 
\ety foundations of earth and sea should be 
shaken by jour strength. Nor need jou be 
aoashamed of havTng been overthrown bv the old 
woman E)Ij for she is old age and there never 
was and never will be, one whom she has not the 
poH er to laj low We must now part and j ou 
had better not come here again or attempt anj 
thing further against mj citj for I shall aliiajs 
defend it by fresh enchantments and jou will 
never be able to do anything against me." 

At these words Thor raised Miblnir and was 
about to challenge the giant to a fresh tnal of 
30 strength but, before he could speak Utgarda 
vanished from his sight and turning round to 
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look for the cit>, he found that it, too, had dis- 
appeared, and that he was standing alone on a 
smooth, green empty plain 

“ What a fool I ha\e been," said Asa Thor, 
aloud, “to allow myself to be deceived by a 
mountain giint ' ’* 

“Ah,' answered a voice from above, “I told 
you, 50U would learn to know yourself better by 
jour journey to Jotunheim It is the great use of 
travelling ’ ic 

Thor turned quickly round again, thinking to 
see Skrjmir behind him, but after looking on 
ever)' side, he could perceive nothing but that a 
high, cloud capped mountain, which he had noticed 
on the horizon, appeared to have advanced to the 
edge of the plain 


CHAPTER III 

Thor sets out agatn to Jotunheim to fetch Mite 
Jeep for ^gir from H) vitr at the Frozen Sea 
H}vnr and Thor go a fishing Thor wounds 
Jonnungattd and helped by the Golden haired 
Giantess defeats Hamids Magic He carries 
off the Cauldron Mile deep to old King /Fgir 
pufsued by Many headed Giants 

TllOR turned away from Giant land, and on the 
road homeward he passed through tlve Sea Kings 
dominions There he found that /Egir the Old 
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was giving a banquet to all the ./Esir in his wide 
coral-caves. At a little distance Thor stood still 
to listen and to look It was a fair sight cave 
within cave stretched out before him decked mth 
choicest shells, whilst fer inward lav the banquet- 
ing-hall, lighted with shining gold , white and red 
coral-piliars stood at uneven distances, the 
bright-browed jEsir reclined at the board on soft 
water couches, jEgir’s daughters — the fair haired 

10 waves — murmured sweet music as they waited on 
their guests , and little baby-npples ran about 
laughing in all the comers. Thor walked through 
the caves and entered the hall As he did so 
Odin looked up from his place at Mgir's right 
hand, and said, — 

“Good evening, son Thor^, how has it fared 
with you in Jotunheim?" 

Thor 8 face grew a little cloud> at this question, 
and he only answered, — 

so “ Not as it ought to have done, father’ Then 
he placed himself amongst i^ir's guests. 

“ In my dominions,' said King ^I^ir, looking 
all round, ‘ an extraordinar> thing has happened 

“And what may that be, brother?" asked 
Nford 

‘ From the shores of /otunbeim," answered 
.Sgir, " the sea has run back a quarter of a mile, 
drawing itself away as if a giant were drinking 
It m” 

JO “ Is that all jou have got to saj, father?” said 
a tall Wave, as she swept her hair over the Sea- 
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Kings shoulder and peeped up from behind him 
IS that all you know of the wonders which are 
going on in your deep home? Listen 

Then ^gir bent forward on his seat the 
^sir all ceased speaking and drew in their 
breath the waves raised their arched necks and 
were still listening From a great nay off came 
the sound of a sullen swell 

Who IS that speaking? asked Odin 

That IS Jormungand speaking said Thor 10 

And what does he say Thor ? 

He says that I could not conquer him 
Pass round the foaming mead cried rEgir 
who saw that it was time to turn the con%ersation 
But alas' .<€girs mead kettle was so small that 
before it had gone half down the table it stood 
empty before Tyr 

There is a giant called Hj mir remarked 
Tyr who lives far over the stormy waves tc 
eastward at the end of heaven *0 

The iEsir all looked up 
He has a kettle Tyr went on to ^ay which 
is a mile deep and which would certainly lold 
mead enough for all this company 

If Hymir would lend it to us" said /bgir 
we could finish our supper but who would go 
to the end of heaven to ^rrow a kettle ? 

Then Thor rose from the table and began 
to tighten round him his belt of power he 
put on his iron gloves and took Miolnir in his 30 
hand 
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^Vhat* o/T again to Giant land, VingThor?" 
cned ^gir 

Didn t you say you wanted Mile deep? ” said 
Thor I am going to borrm^ it of H^roir for 
}ou Will you come with me Tjt? 

Tjt sprang up joyfully and the tivo brothers 
started on theu* joumej When they afn\ed 
at Hymirs dwelling which was a roughly hewT* 
caiem on the shore of a frozen sea the first 
toperson they met was a wonderful giantess with 
nine hundred heads in which glittered fiery e>es 
and which grew out from all parts of her body so 
that It was impossible to tell whether she was 
walking upon her head or her heels As Thor 
and Tsr were looking at her trjnng to discover 
this a woman came out of the giants home (]uite 
as lo\eI> as the giantess w-as hideous. She 
greeted them on the threshold Her golden hair 
fell thick upon her shoulders her mild ey es siione 
oupon them and with words of welcome she held 
out her hands and led them into the caiem 
There she offered them meat and dnnk and bade 
them rest until her husband H>mir should come 
home As the darkness came on hoieicr and 
the time of his expected return drew near she 
became silent and anxious and at last she sa d 
I am \er> much afraid that my husband will be 
angr> if he sees strangers here \ hen he comes in 
Take m> advice, no \ Asa TTior and Asa T>c 
30 and hide behind one of these pillars in the 
rocL M> lord I assure 30U is surly some 
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times, and not nearly so hospitable as I could 
wish ' 

“ We are not accustomed to hide ourselves,” 
remarked Thor 

“But you shall come forth when I call you,” 
answered the woman 

So the iEsir did as she desired By and bye 
they heard heavy footsteps far off, over the frozen 
sea, coming nearer and nearer every moment 
The distant icebergs resounded and at last Hymir ro 
burst open the door of his cavern, and stalked 
angrily m He had been unsuccessful that day 
m the chase, his hands were frost bitten, and a 
“ hard frozen wood stood upon his cheek 

As soon as the fair browed woman saw what 
mood he was m she went gently towards him, 
placed her hand m his, and told him of the 
arrival of the guests , then, with a sweet smile and 
voice, she entreated him to receive the stranger® 
kindly, and entertain them hospitab!} zo 

Hymir made no answer, but at one glance of 
his eye towards the place where the were 

hidden, the pillar burst asunder and the cross- 
beam which It supported fell with a crash to the 
ground Eight ponderous kettles had been hang 
mg on the beam, and ail but one were shivered 
to atoms 

Thor and Tyr then stepped forth into the 
middle of the hall, and H>mir received them 
civilly, after which he tamed his attention 1030 
supper, and having cooked three whole oxen, he 
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invited the ^sir to eat with him Thor fell to 
work with great rehsh, and When he had eaten 
the whole of one ox, prepared to cut a slice out of 
another 

‘ You eat a great deal” said Hjmir, sulkily, 
but Thor was still \ery hungry, and went on with 
his supper until he had eaten two entire oxea 
Then said Hymir, "Another night, Ving Thor, 
you must provide jour own supper, for I cant 
loundertake to keep so expensive a guest’ 

Accordingly, early the next morning, Hymir 
prepared to go out fishing, and offered Thor a 
place in his boat. On their way to the shore 
thev passed a herd of oxen feeding 

“ Have you provided a bait for me ’ ’ said Thor 
to the giant 

* You must get one for yourself," answered 
Hymir surlily 

So Thor was obliged to cut off the head of one 
20 of the oxen for a bait 

' You’ll never be able to carry rZ/at head,” said 
Hymir, for, in truth, the ox to which it had 
belonged was an enormous animal called * Heaven 
Breaking ’’ 

But Thor made nothing of the head slung it 
over his shoulder, and carried W down to the boat 
As they got under vvcigh, Thor and Hymir each 
took an oar, but Tlior pulled so fast and with 
such mighty strokes, that the giant was obl'ged 
30 to stop for brcnth and that they might go no 
further 
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“We have already reached the spot,” he said, 

* where I alwajs catch the finest whales ’ 

' But I want to go further out to sea’ said 
Thor 

“ That will be dangerous, Ving Thor,’ said 
Hj mir , ‘ for if we row any further we shall come 
to the waters under which Jormungand lies. 

Thor laughed, and rowed oa At last he 
stopped, baited his hook wiiji the ox’s head, and 
cast the line out into the sea, whilst Hymir leant 10 
over the other side of the boat and caught two 
whales 

Now, when the great Jormungand smelt Thors 
bait he opened wide his monstrous jaws, and 
eagerly sucked in both head and hook, and line , 
but no sooner did he feel the pain than he 
struggled so fiercely, and plunged so wildlj that 
Thor’s hands were in an instant dashed against 
the sides of the boat Still Thor did not lose his 
hold, but went on pulling with such wondrous*; 
force that his feet buret through the boat and 
rested on the slippery rocks beneath At last the 
venomous monster’s mountain high head was 
hauled above the waves and then indeed it w’as 
a dreadful sight to see Thor in all the power of 
his god like strength casting his fier> looks on 
the serpent, and the serpent glaring upon him and 
spitting forth poisoned venom Even Hjmirs 
sun burnt cheek changed colour as he beheld 
beneath his feet the sinking boat, and at his side 30 
the deadliest monster of the deepi At last, in tne 
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Wildness of hts fear, he rushed before Thor, and cut 
his line in sunder Immediately the serpents 
head began to sink , but Thor hurled Miolnir 
ivith fearful force after it into the waters. 

Then did the rocks burst , it thundered through 
the cameras, old mother earth all shrank, even 
the fishes sought the bottom of the ocean , but 
the serpent sank back, uith a long, dull sound, 
beneath the waves, deep wound tn his head, 
ioand smothered vengeance m his heart 

III at ease and silent, H>mir then turned to go 
homo, and Thor followed him, carrying boat and 
Oars, and eveo thing else, on bis shoulder>. Now, 
ever> fresh sight of Thor increased the giants 
envy and rage, for he could not bear to think 
that he had shown so little courage before his 
brave guest and, besides, losing his boat and 
getting so desperately wet in his feet b> wading 
home through the sea, did not bj anj means 
2oimprove his temper When thej got home, there 
fore and w ere supping together, he began jeenng 
and taunting Thor 

No doubt, Asa Thor’ he said, jou think 
yourself a good rower and a fine fisher, though 
JOU did not catch anything to-daj , but can you 
break that drinking cup before you do you 
think ? ” 

Thor seized the cup and dashed it against an 
upright srone: But, lo’ the stone was shattered 
30m pieces, and the enp unbroken Again, with 
greater strength he hurled the cup against 
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the pillar"? m the rock it was still without a 
crack 

Now, it happened that the beautiful woman was 
sitting spinning at her wheel just behind where 
Thor was standing From time to time she 
chanted snatches of old runes and sagas in soft 
tones , and now, when Thor stood astonished 
that the cup was not broken, the woman s voice 
fell on his ear, singing low the folloiving words — 

‘ Hard toe pillar, bard the stone ro 

Harder yet the g ant’s bone. 

Stones shall break and pillars fall 
Hymn’s forehead breaks them all * 

Then Thor once more took the cup and hurled 

against the giants forehead The cup was this 
time shivered to pieces but Hymir himself was 
unhurt, and cried out, ‘ Well done at last Ving 
Thor , but can you cany that mile deep kett>e 
out of my hall, think you ? ’ 

Tyr tried to lift it and could not even raise the so 
handle. 

Then Thor grasped it by the nm and as he 
did so his feet pressed through the floor With a 
mighty effort he lifted it he placed it on his 
head while the rings ring at his feet , and so m 
tnumph he bore off the kettle and set out again 
for ./Egirs Hall 

After journeying a little way he chanced to 
look round and then he saw that a host of many 
headed giants, with Hymir for their leader wereso 
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thronging; after h«tn From c\cf> ca\em, and 
iceberg, and Jigged peak some hideous monster 
grinned and leered as a great wild beast waiting 
for his prey 

" Treachery f ” cried Thor, as he raised iVfiolnir 
above his head, and hurled it three times among 
the giants. 

In an instant thej stood sliffl and cold and 
dcad^ in rugged groups along the slioxe one w ith 
lohis arm nised, another with his head stretched 
out, some upright, some crouching, each in the 
position he had last assumed And there still 
thej stand, petrified bj ages into giant rocks, 
and still pointing their stonj fingers at each other, 
they tell the mightj tal* of Thors achievements, 
and the \ ondrous sioiy of their fate. 

‘ Pass round the foaming mead' cried King 
^gtr, as Thor pheed “hfiJe*deep’ on the table 
and this time it happened that there was enough 
so for ever> one. 



FREY*S WOOING. 

CHAPTER 1 

VaM Frt)^ the light hearted Summer King Tie 
Vision from Air-Throne A Change tn the 
King of the Elies The Giant maiden with 
snojoy arms the only remedy SI imir sets off 

to Jotunheim 

Van FreV was the Kng of summer and schooK 
niaster of all the little light elves At his 
approach, drawn by his boar. Golden Bristles the 
flowers blossomed and the fruits npened But 
Frey was not content, he longed to sit on Father 
Odiils Air Throne, and see all worlds at one 
glance At last his desire conquered him, and 
one evening he mounted All-Father’s very seat 
and looked out over all the earth. And one far- 
off sight caught his eje Away beyond Manheim lo 
he saw a tall house standing on a hill in the very 
middle of Jotunheim While he looked at it a 
maiden came and lifted up her arms to undo the 
latch of the door It was dusk m Jotunheim but 
when this maiden lifted up her white arms, such a 
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dazzling reflection came from them that Jotun 
heim and the sky, and all the sea were flooded 
\\ith clear light For a moment everything could 
be distinctly seen but Frej saw nothing but the 
face of the maiden mtb the uplifted arms , and 
iihen she had entered the house and shut the door 
after her and darkness fell again on earth and 
sky, and sea, — darkness fell too upon Frey s heart 
Now the next day Fre> was sad and his little 
josubjects could not enlnen him b> their pranks. 
Indeed Frev had ej'es for no one and ears only 
for the name of Gerda — the fairest of Giant 
maidens w hich w as all he seemed to hear m the 
song of birds and niers and trees. The Lnd old 
Niord at last sent Skimirtoenquire what his sons 
sorrow might be. Frey told the messenger that 
he could no longer lue happily without Gerda 
and j et he could not leax’e his kingdom for fear 
of the wicked giant, Rjme, coming and ruining 
»all his summer iiork with snow and ice Skimir 
offered to go and fetch the maiden if Fre; would 
give him his enchanted sword Fn^ consented to 
this bargain and Skimir prepared to set off on his 
journey but before he left the hill he chanced to 
seethe reflection of Frey’s face m a little pool of 
water that lay near In spite of its sorrowful 
expression it was as beautiful as the woods are in 
full summer, and a clever thought came into 
Skimirs mind. He stooped down ^\lthout Frevs 
30 seeing him and with cunning touch stole the 
picture out of the vxater then he fastened it up 
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carefully m his silver dnnking horn and hiding it 
in his mantle he mounted his horse and rode 
towards Jotunheim secure of succeeding in his 
mission since he earned a matchless sword to 
conquer the giant and a matchless picture to wm 
the maiden 


CHAPTER II 

The Terrors oj' the way to Jvtutihenn The 
Gtants Home with Tuenty Doors The sAcet 
Music of Skimti^s Voice The IVootn^ of 
fairest Gerdx Tne Mi.gzcal Portrait ttt the 
DnnKtng horn 

SMrNiRS first days yjurnej tvas through the land 
of the Frost Giants whose prickly toucli 1 ills and 
\\hose breath is sharper than swords Then they 
passed through the dwellings of the horse headed to 
and vulture headed giants — Monsters terrible to 
see Skimir hid his face and the horse flew 
along swifter than the wind 

On the evening of the third day they reached 
Gymirs house Skirnir rode round it nine times 
but though there were twenty doors he could find 
no entrance for fierce three headed dogs guarded 
e\ erj door w’uy 

At length he saw a herdsman pass near and 
he rode up and asked him how it was possibleso 
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for a stranger to enter Gymir’s hou«;e, or get a 
sight of Ins fair dnighlcr Gerd 

“ Are > ou doometl to death, or are you already 
a dead man,*' answered the herdsman, “that you 
talk of seeing Gymjf*s fur daughter, or entering a 
house from uhich no one ever returns?" 

“My death Is fixed for one day," said Skimir 
in answer, and his voice, the voice of an Asa, 
sounded loud and cJeir through the mist) air of 
/ojotunheim. It reached the ears of the fair Gerd 
as she sat rn her chimber \%Uh her msidens. 

“Whit Is that noise of noises," she said, "that 
I hear? The earth shakes with if, and all Gymir’s 
halls tremble” 

Then one of the maidens got up, nod peeped 
out of llic v\ indow. 

"I see a man,” she satd; “he has dismounted 
from his horse, and he Is fearlessly letting it graze 
before the door." 

so "Go out and bring him in 'tealthil/, then,' 
said Gerda , “I must again bear him speak; 
for his voice IS sweeter than tha ringing of 
bells" 

So the maiden rose and opened the house door 
softly, lest the grifti giant, Gymir, who was drmf»- 
Ing mead in the banquet hall with seven other 
giants, should hear and ixiine forth. 

Skimir heard the dooi* open, and understanding 
the maiden's sign, he entered with stealthy steps, 
Soand followed her tcj Cerda's chamber As soon as 
he entered the doorway the light from her face 
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shone upon him and he no longer wondered that 
Fre> had gnen up his «\\ord 

Are you the son of an Asa or an Alf or of a 
wise Van? asked Gerda and why ha\e jou 
come through flame and snow to visit our hails ? 

Then SI irnir came forward and knelt at Gerda s 
feet and gave hi5 message and spoke is he had 
ororatsed to speak of Van Frey and of Alfhe m 
Gerda listened and it was pleasant enough to 
till to her looking into her bright face but sheio 
did not seem to understand mucli of whit he said 
He promised to give her eleven golden apples 
from Idunas grove if she woo’d go with him and 
Ihit she should have the magic ring Draupnir from 
which ever) day a still fairer jewel fell But he 
found there was no use talking of beautiful things 
to one who had never in all her life seen an>th ng 
beautiful 

Gerda smiled at him asachild smiles at afairv tale 
At lem, h he grew angrj If >ou are soao 
childish maiden he said that yoi can bel eve 
only what >ou have seen and have no thought 
of /Esirland o the yEsir then sorrow and utter 
darkness shall fall upon >ou >ou shall live alone 
on the Eigle Mount turned towards Hel Terrors 
shall beset you weeping shall be your lot. Men 
and vEsir will liate you and you shall be doomed 
to live for ever with the Frost Giant R)me in 
whose cold arms you will nitber away like a 
thistle on a house top 30 

Gently " said Gerda turning aw ay her bnght 
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head, and sighing “Hoiv am I to blame’ you 
0111.0 iuch a talk of youc A 2 stc and your /Estr, 
but how can I know a^utit when all my life long 
I have lived with giants?" 

At these words, Skimir rose as if he would 
have departed, bat Gcrda called him back 

" must drink a cup of mead," she said, " in 
return for jour sweet sounding words" 

Skirmr heard this gladly, for now he knew 
lowliat he would do He took the cup from her 
hand, drank off the mead, and, before he returned 
It, he contrived cleverly to pour in the water from 
his drinking horn, on which Treys image was 
painted , then he put the cop into Cerda’s hand 
and bade licr look. 

She smiled as she looked , and the longer she 
looked, the sweeter grew her smile , for she looked 
for the first time on a face that loved her and 
many things became clear to her that she had 
jonever understood before Skirnir’s words were no 
longer like fairy tales. She could now beheve in 
.i&irland and in all beautiful things. 

' Go back to your master," she said, at last, 
“and tell him that in nine days I will meet him m 
the warm wood Bam ’ 

After hearing these joyful words Skirnir made 
haste to take leave for every moment that he 
lingered in the giants house he was n danger 
One of Gerda’s maidens conducted him to the 
30 door, and he mounted his horse again, and rode 
from Jotunheim with a glad heart. 



FREY’S WOOING 


41 


CHAPTER HI 

Frey's impatience The Wedding Preparations in 
Alfheim The exatemeni op the Elves, and 
the^r Gifts The Procession of the ^sir at the 
Wedding of Fr^ and Gerda in flu Warm Wood 
Barn 

When Skimir got back to Alfheim, and told 
Gerds answer to Frey, he was disappointed to 
find that his master did not immediately look as 
bright and happy as he expected 

' Nine da}s*’ he said, * but how can I wait 
nine days? One day ts long, and three days are 
very long but ‘nine days’ might as well be a 
whole vear 

I have heard children say such things when 
one tells them to wait for a new to^ lo 

Skirnir and old Niord only laughed at it but 
Freyja and all the ladies of Asgard made a journey 
to Alfheiir, when they heard the story to comfort 
Frey, and hear all the news about the wedding 
“Dear Frey, they said ‘ it will never do to lie 
still here, sighing under a tree. You are quite mis- 
taken about the time being long , it is hardly long 
enough to prepare the mamage presents and talk 
over the wedding You have no idea how busy 
we are going to be, everything in Alfheim A'illa= 
have to be altered a little. 

At these words Frey really did lift up his head 
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and wake up from his musings He looked in 
truth a little fnghtened at the thought , but «hen 
all the Asgard ladies were ready to work for his 
ucdding how could he make iin> object on? He 
was not allowed to ha\e much share m the 
business himself, but he had little time, during 
the nine dajs to indulge in pniate thought for 
never before was there such a commotion in Alf 
heim The ladies found so many things that 
lovvanted overloohing and the little light elves were 
not of the slightest use to any one Thev forgot 
all their usual tasks and went running about 
tlirough groves and fields and b> the sedgj banks 
of rivers peering into earth holes, and creeping 
down into flower-cups and emptj sna 1 shells every 
one hoDing to find a gift for Gerda 

Some stole the light from glow worms tails 
and wove it into a necklace and others oulied the 
nibj spots from eonshp leaves to set with jewels 
'othe acorn cups that Gerda was to drink from 
while die swiftest runners chased rti- butterfi es 
and pulled feathers from their wings to make fans 
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ni the magic ring of nhich so man> stones are 
to’d 

Odin and Pngga followed with their wedding 
gift the Ship Skidbladnir in which all the ^Esir 
could sit and sail, though it could afterwards be 
folded up so small that jou might carry it in 
)our hand 

Then came Iduna with eleven golden apples in 
a basket on her fair head and then two and two 
all the heroes and ladies with their gifts lo 

All round them flocked the elves toiling under 
the weight of their oflenngs It took twenty 
little people to carrv one gift and yet there was 
not one so large as a babys finger Laughing 
and singing and danang they entered the warm 
wood and every summer flower sent a sweet 
breath after them Everything on earth smiled 
on the wedding day of Frey and Gerda. 



THE WANDERINGS OF FREYJA 

CHAPTER I 

Fre)ja tht •u.ife of Oditr, avd luckust of xoomen 
Htr lon^ng for an orrament Her u andt rtngr 
tn S>jartJietm The dasshng Necklace of the 
Dwarfs Odurtsgorte 

Fre\ 7A the beautiful >oung Vans, sister of Frey, 
lived jn Asgard m her palace of Fo?k\ang, with 
Its fair hall — the Roomy seated Her nonderful 
3 0ung husband, Odur the Immortal, was so 
enchanting that Freyja uoold sometimes boast of 
her happiness being beyond that of all others. 
Now one day it chanced that guests wiere comirrg 
to Valhalla to dme with Odm, and Fre>ja and her 
husband were invited too Fre>ja not content 
lovMth her matchless beaut> p ned for some orra 
ment So, in spite of all Odur could saj she 
irandered d/T to t»y and persuade Frey to give her 
one. But she could not find Frey Indeed she 
lost herself and her steps went downward dow n 
ward aw^ay from Alfheim to the cavern of four 
dwarfs 

“ Where am I ? ’ said Freyja to herself, as she 
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at last lost the light of day, and went down, 
wandering on deeper ana deeper between the high 
walls, and under the firm roof of rock “ Why, 
surely this must be Svartheim , and yet it fs not 
unpleasant, nor quite dark here, though the sun is 
not shining” 

And in truth it was not dark , for, far on before 
her, winding in and oot through the cavern’s inner 
most recesses, were groups of little men, who had 
each a lantern in his cao and a pickaxe in his la 
hand, and they were working hard, digging for 
diamonds, which they piled up the walls, and hung 
across the roof m white and rose colou-ed coronets, 
marvellously glittering 

Fcjr clever little dwarf chiefs were there direct- 
ing tne hbours of the rest , but as soon as they 
caught sight of Freyja, they sat down m the centre 
of the cavern, and began to work diligently at 
something which they held between them, bending 
over it With strange chattering and grimaces » 
Treyja felt very curious to see what it was , but 
her eyes viere so dazzled with the blaze of 
diamonds and lanterns, that she W'as obliged to go 
nearer in order to distinguish it clearly Accord 
ingly, she walked on to whe:^ the four dwarfs w ere 
sitting, and peeped over their shoulders Oh ' 
brilliant 1 exquibitclj worked’ bewildering' 

Frejja drew back again With almost blinded 
eyes , for she bad looked upon the necklace 
Brisingamen, and at the same moment a passionatejo 
wish burst forth in her heart to have it for her own, 
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to wear it in Valhalla to ivcar Jt always round her 
own fair neck “ Life to me/ said Freyja, “ is no 
longer worth having mthouC Bnsmgamen ’ Then 
the dwarfs held it out to her, but also looked cun- 
nngly at one another as they did so, and burst 
into a laugh so loud that it rang through the 
\aulted caverns, echoed and echoed back again 
from side to side, from dwarf to dwarf, from 
depth to depth 

in Freyja, however, only turned her head a little 
on one side, st't‘tched out her hand grasped the 
necklace with her small fingers, and then ran out 
of the cavern as quickly as ever she could, up 
again to the green hill side. There she sat down 
and fitted the bnlliant ornament about her neck, 
after which she looked a little shjly at the reficc> 
tion of herself m a still pool that was near, and 
turned homewards with an exulting heart She 
felt certain that all was well with her, neverthe- 

20 less all was not well but very miserable indeed 
When Frejja was come back to Asgard again, and 
to her palace of Folkvang, she sought her own 
private apartments that she might see Odur alone, 
and make him admire her necklace Bnsmgamen 
But Odur was not there She searched in every 
room, hither and thither, but alas’ he was not 
to be found in any room or any hall in all the 
palace of Folkvang Freyja searched for him m 
every place, she walked restlessly about, in and 

Soout, among the places of the ‘ Roomy Seated” 
She peered wistfully, with sad eyes in the face of 
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c%er)' guest , but the onlj face she cared to see, 
she ne\ er saw 

Odur was gone, gone back for ever to the home 
of the Immortals. Bnsingamen and Odur could 
not live together in the palace of Folkvang But 
Tre^ja did not know this, she did not know why 
Odur was gone, nor where he was gone , she onlj 
saw he was not there, and she wrung her hands 
sadlj , and watered her jewels with salt, warm tears 

As she sat thus and mourned in the entrance lo 
of her palace, ^11 the ladies of Asgard passed by 
on their waj to Valhalla, and looked at her 
Some said one thing, some another i but no one 
said anything at all encouraging or much to the 
purpose Tngga passed by last of all, and she 
raised her head with a little severe shake saying 
something about beauty, and pride, and punish* 
ment, which sank down so deeplj into the heart 
of the sorrow-stricken young Vana that she got up 
with a desperate resolution, and, presenting herselfao 
before the throne of Asa Odm spoke to him thus 
“ Father of AI.sir, listen to my weeping and do 
not turn away from me with a cruel frown I 
have searched through my palace of Folkvang and 
all through the city of Asgard, but nowhere is Odur 
the Immortal to be found Let me go Father 
Odm, I beseech you and seek him far and near 
across the earth, through the air, over the sea, 
e\ en to the borders of Jotunheim ' 

And Odm ansv.ered Go Freyja, and good 30 
lortune go with you' 
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"llicn rrcy;a sprang into her swift, soft rotlini’ 
chanot which was drawn bj two cat**, wared her 
hand as she rose over th? city, and w-as gone. 


CHAITER II 

Freyja tvfxms erer t^e firth stehir^ her fcite/itesi 
husband tn futlaet and I ut bj lard and sea. 
The titTi^ht of Brisirtgamen tnd Fe lass a/ 
Immartil Lere The Smt^ <T Ihe Set Ktnfs 
Dough/ers *‘Odur •etU nezer retuen tsar 
fre^ja forget ta •leef"' 

The cats champed their bright bits and skimmed 
alike Over earth and arr with swift clinging steps 
eager and noiseless. The chanot rolled on and 
hreyja was earned away up and down into everv 
part of the world weeping golden tears wherexer 
she went thc3 fell down from her pale cheeks 
10 and rippled awaj behind her in jttle sunshiny 
nvers that earned beauty and weeping to erery 
land She came to the greatest city in the world, 
and drove down its wide streets 

But none of the houses here are good enough 
for Odur said Freyja to herself “I will not ask 
for him at such doors as these. 

So she went straight on to the palace of the 
Kirg 

fs Odur m this pa'ace?" she asked of tne 
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gate keeper ‘ Is Odur, the Immortal, living with 
the king? 

But the gate keeper shook his head, and assured 
her that his master had never even heard of such 
a person 

Then Trejja turned and knocked at 

many other stately doors, asking for Odur , but 
no one m all that great citj so much as knew her 
husband s name 

Then Trejja went into the long, narrow lanes lo 
and shabby streets, where the poor people lived 
but there it was all the same, every one said only, 

“ No-~not here,’ and stared at her 

In the night time Fre>ja went quite away from 
the cit> , and the lanes, and the cottages far off to 
the side of a lake, where she lay down and looked 
over into tlie water 

By and bye the moon came and looked there 
too, and the Queen of Night saw a calm face m 
the water, serene and high, but the Queen ofao 
Beauty saw a troubled face frail and fair 

Bnsingamen was reflected in the water too and 
Its rare colours flashed from the little waves 
Freyja was pleased at the sight of her favourite 
ornament, and smiled even in the midst of her 
tears, but as for the moon instead of Bnsingamen 
the deep sky and the stars were around her 

At last Freyja slept ly the side of the lake 
and then a dark shape crept up the bank on 
which she was lying, sat down beside her and 30 
took her fair head between its hands It was 
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Loki and he began to whisper into Trejjas car 
as she slept 

“You were quite right, Frejja,” he said to go 
out and try to get something for j ourself in 
Svarlhci/n instead of staging at home with jour 
husband It was \ery wise of jou to care more 
for jour dress and jour beautj than for Odur 
You went down into Ssarlheim and found 
Briaingamen Then the Immortal went awaj , 
10 but IS not Bnsingamcn better than he? Uhj do 
JOU cry Treyja? Why do you start so? 

Freyja turned moaning and tried to lift her 
head ftom between his hands but she could no^ 
and It seemed in her dream as if a terrible night 
mare brooded o\ er her 

Brmngamen is dragging me down she 
cried in Iter sleep and la d her little hand 
upon the clasp without knowing what she was 
doing 

to Then a great laugh burst forth m Svartheim 
and came shuddenng up through the vaulted 
caverns until it shook the ground upon which she 
lay Loki started op and vas gone before Frejja 
had time to open her eyes 

It was morning and the joung Vana prepared 
to set out on her joumej 

Brisingamen is fair she said as she bade 
farewell to her image in the lake. Bnsingamen 
IS fair but I find it heavy somet mes 
30 After this Freyja went to manj cities and 
towns and villages asking evetj where for Odur, 
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but there wis not one m all the world who could 
tell her where he was gone 

\t list she came to the wide sea coast ind 
there everything wis gloriously beiutiful It wis 
evening and the western shy looked hi e a broad 
enmson flower No wind stirred the ocein but 
th*' small wives rippled in rose coloured froth on 
the shore like the smiles of a gnnt it play 

/Lgir, the old sea I ing supported himself on 
the sand whilst tlie cool waters were laving his 10 
breast ind his cars drink their Mvect murmur for 
nine waves were his beautiful daughters and they 
and their father were talking together Now 
though /Hgir looked so stormy and old he was 
really as gentle as a child and no mischief would 
ever have happened mhts kingdom if he had been 
left to himself Hut he had a cruel wife called 
Ran who was the daughter of a giant and ^o 
eagerly fond of fishing that whenever any of the 
rough winds came to call upon her husband she 20 
used to steal out of the deep sea caves v here she 
lived and folio v sh ps for miles under the \ ater 
dragging her net after her so that si e might 
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Then the second wixe satd, — 

' But she left her feir palace there, and Odur, 
her Immortal Love.” 

Third vv'ave, — 

“ She went down to the cavern of dwarfs.” 

Fourth wave, — 

She found Brjsingamen there, and earned jt 
awav with her ’ 

Fifth wave, — 

to “But wheii she got back to Folki’sng she found 
that Odur vvas gone.” 

Sixth wave, — 

“ Because the Vana had lov'ed herself more than 
Inmortal Love." 

Seventh wave, — 

“Frejja will never be happy again, for Odur 
Will never cone baeJ. 

Eighth wave, — ■ 

Odur will never come back as long as the 
20 world shall last” 

Ninth wave, — 

' Odur will never retuni, nor Freyja foiget to 
w eep ” 

Frejja stood still, spell bound, listening, and 
when sne beard the last words that OdurwouM 
never come back, she wrung her hands and 
cned — 

O, Father .^gir’ trouble comes, comes surging 
up from a wide sea wave over wave, Into my soul 
30 And in truth it seemed as if her words had power 
to charge the whole surface of the ocean — wave 
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CHAPTER I 

ldu«a rt, ^ 

Bn>s>. «“ “‘O T'" ''“’"7 Zt, 

her rrere eird eat her Afples — The tiri.tr f 
tnsAcre ,n the GeUen Cadet The Blaet 
Bird efM cmett 

nr all ths cro>es and gardens round the Clt> ol 
Aseard— and they nere man) and beautiful— •here 
ua^ none so beautiful as the one nhere Iduna 
the Mlfe nf Brag., Ined f 
„d= of the hill, not far from Gladsheim and it nar 
railed “ Al» a) s Young" because nothing that gren 
Sere could ever decay, or become the least ^ 
IJ , ihan It u as on the da) uhen Iduna entered 
The ti^s uore al.a,.s a tender hght green 
, the hedges do m spnng The flouef 

joco , half-op®”*^* ^'60 blade of gra5s 

Ta , a treSrblmg glittering drop of «rl) 

, Brisk winds wandered about the groiTt, 
1 mcr the lea%es dance from morning till nigM 
s?a> 'HS backwards and fonvard^ the heatU of 
the flowers. 
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“ Blow away said the leaves to the wind, “ for 
we shall ne\er be tired” 

“And you mil ne\e»- be old” said the winds 
m answer And then the birds took up the chorus 
and sang, — 

“ Never tired and never old ’ 

Iduna, the mistress of the grove, was fit to live 
among joung birds, and tender leaves and spring 
flowers She was so fair that when she bent over 
the rive- to entice her swans to come to her, even lo 
the stupid fish stood still in the water, afraid to 
destroy so beautiful an image bj swimming over 
It , and when she held out her hand with bread 
for the swans to eat, >ou would not have known 
It from a water Itlj — it was so wonderfully white 
Idflna never left her grove ev'en to paj a visit 
to her nearest neighbour, and jet she did not 
lead by any means a dull life for, besides having 
the company of her husband, Bragi, (who must have 
been an entertaining person to live with, for he so 
IS said to have known a story which never came 
to an end, and yet which never grew wearisome) 
all the heroes of Asgard made a point of coming 
to call upon her every day It was natural enough 
thvt they should like to visit so beautiful a grove 
and so fair a lady, and jet, to confess the truth, 

It was not quite to see either the grove or Iduna 
that they came 

Iduna herself was well aware of this, and when 
her visitors had chatted a short time with her, sheje 
never failed to bring out from the innermost recess 
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of her bower a certain golden casket and to request 
as a favour that her guests would not think of 
going away till they had tasted her apples which 
she flattered herself had a better flavour than any 
other fruit in the world 

It would ha\e been quite unli! e a hero of 
Asgard to have refused such courtesy and be 
sides Iduna was not as far wrong about her apples 
as hostesses generally are when thej boast of the 
10 good things on their tables 

There is no doubt her apples had a pecul ar 
flavour, and if any one of the heroes happened 
to be a little tired or a little out of spirits or a 
little cross when he came into the bover it always 
followed that as soon as he had eaten one apple, 
he found himself as fresh and vigorous and happy 
as he had ever been in his life. 

So fond were the heroes of these apples and so 
necessary did they think them to the r daily com 
aofort that they never went on a journey without 
requesting Iduna to give them one or two to 
fortify them against the fatigues of the way 

Iduna had no difBcuity in complying with this 
request , she had no fear of her store ever fail ng 
for as surely as she took an apple from her casket 
another fell in but where it came from Iduna 
could never discover She never saw it till it was 
close to the bottom of the casket but she al rays 
heard the sweet tinkling sound it made when it 
30 touched the golden rim It was as good as play 
to Iduna to stand by her casket taking the apples 
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out md WTlclitnfj the fresh rosj ones come turn 
blinj; m without knowing uho threw them. 

One ‘'pniig morning Idunt wis \cr> bits\ tiking 
■»pp1cs out of her enskcl for <c\cnl of the huroc-s 
were tiking id\antagc of the fine w either to joumej 
out into the world Itrigi was going from liomc 
f r 1 time jicrhips he wis tircti of tcihng his 
ston onij to Idflm in I perhaps she wis beginning, 
to know It bj hcift ind Odin Loki md Hcciiir 
had igrcctl to tike i littlt. tour in the direction to 
of Jttunhcirn just to see if mv entertaining ad 
Ntnturc would befall them Wlicn the> had all 
received their apples and taken a tcnilcr farewell 
of Id im the grove— green md fur as it was— 
looked ptrnips a little solitarj 

Iduni stood bj her fouitam witching the bright 
water IS rt danced up into the tir md quncred 
itid turned md fell back miking i hundred little 
flashing circles m the nver md then she grew 
t red for once of the light and tlw. noise mdjo 
wmdcrctl doi n to a still j lice when- tin. n\cr 
WIS shaded b\ low bushes on each ^de and re 
flLcted cleirly the blue sky ovcrhcid 

Idilni sit down md looked into the deep water 
nesides her own fur face tl ere were little, wa ider 
mg white clouds to be seen reflected there She 
counted them as thej sided pist At length a 
strange form wis reflected up to her from the 
witer — Iirgc dirk lowering wings ponted cliws 
a head with ferce eyes — look ng it her jo 

Idflna started and raised her head It was above 



ss HEROES OF ASGARD 

as well as below , the same wings — the same eyes 
— the same head — looking down from the blue 
sky, as well as up from the water Such a sight 
had never been seen near Asgand before, and 
while Iduna looked the thing waved its wings and 
went up up, up till it lessened to a dark spot in 
the clouds and on the river 


CHAPTER II 

Odins tour to inspect the world The uncooked 
ox tn the pot and the man headed eagle in 
the ijee Odin sees through Thtasst s disguise 
Hoiv did the false Lokt escape from the Giant? 

In the meantime Odm Loki and Hcenir proceeded 
on their journey They were not bound on any 
10 particular quest They strayed hither and thither 
that Odm might see that things were going on 
well in the world and his subjects comporting 
themselves in a becoming manner Every now 
and tnen they halted while Odm inspected the 
thatching of a bam or stood at the smith> to see 
how the smith wielded hrs hammer or in a farrow 
to observe if the ploughman guided his ploughshare 
evenly through the soil Well done he said if 
the workman was working with all hia might and 
sohe turned away leaving something behind him a 
straw m the bam a piece of old iron at the forge 
door a grain in the furrow— nothing to look at 
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but c\er iftcr the bam was alwajs full the forge 
fire ne\er went out the field jielded bountifully 
Towards noon the yCsir reached a shady valley 
and feeling tired and hungry 0dm proposed to 
sit down under a tree and while he rested and 
studied a bool of runes which he had with him 
he requested Loki and Hoenir to prepare some 
dinner 

Loki managed to steal pies as his share of the 
work while Hccnir killed a wild o\ and stewed lo 
some in a pot When Hcenir declared that his 
meat had been stew mg long enough the /Esir all sat 
down near the fire and Hcenir lifted up the hd of 
the pot A thick steam rose up from it but 
when he took out the meat it was as remand un 
cooked as when he first put it into the pot 

Patience said Hcenir and Odin again took 
out Ins book of runes. Another hour passed and 
Hcenir again took off the lid and looked at the 
meat, but it was in precisely the same state aszo 
before This happened several times and e%en 
the cunning Loki was puzzled when suddenly a 
strange noise was heard coming from a tree near 
and looking up they saw an enormous human 
headed eagle seated on one of the brandies and 
looking at them w ith two fierce eyes W hen they 
lool ed It spoke 

Give me my share of the feast it said ‘ and 
the meat shall presently be done 

Come down and take it' — it lies before you $a 
said Loki while Odin looked on with thoughtful 
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ejes , for he saw plainly that it was no mortal 
bird who had the toldness to claim a share in the 
JEsir^s food 

Undaunted by Odin s majestic looks the eagle 
flew dow n, and seizing a large piece of meat was 
going to fl> aw’aj with it when Loki thinking he 
had now got the bird in his power took up a stick 
that laj near, and struck a hard blow on the 
eagles back The stick made a ringing sound as 
lo it fell , but when Loki tried to draw if back he 
found that it stuck with e'ctraordinary force to the 
eagles back , neither could he withdraw bis own 
hands from the other end 

Something like a laugh came from the creatures 
lialf human half bird like mouth and then it 
spread its dark wings and rose up into the air 
dragging Lokt after 

" It IS as I thought, said Odin as he saw th* 
eagles enormous bulk brought out against the sk> 

«)* It IS Thiassi the strongest giant in Jotunheim 
who has presumed lo show himselfm our presence. 
Loki has only received the reward of his treach^rj 
and it would ill become us to interfere in his 
behalf, but as the monster is near it will be well 
for us to return to Asgard lest any misfortune 
should befall the city in our absence 

While Odin spoke the winged creature had 
risen up so high as to be invisible even to the e>cs 
of the iEsir, and dunng their return to Asgard 
JO he did not again appear before them but, as they 
approached the gates of the city thej were sur 
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pns-a to see Loki coming to meet them He 
had a crestfallen and bewildered look , and when 
the) questioned him as to what had happened to 
him since the) parted rn such a strange way he 
declared himself to be quite unable to gi\e any 
further account of his adventures than that he had 
been earned rapidly through the air by the giant 
and, at last thrown down from a great height near 
the place where the ./Esir met him 

Odin looked steadfastly at him as he spoke la 
but he forbore to question him further for he 
knew well that there %^as no hope of hearing the 
*ruth from Loki, and he kept within his own mind 
the conMction he felt that some disastrous result 
must follow a meeting between two such evil doers 
RS Loki and the giant Thiassi 


CHAPTER III 

Loki the Tempter and Idnna the Tempted Iduna 
gives ear to a Ijmg tile and kavts her grove 
The rev. ard of disobedience Loki s foicbodtngs 

Jn *be evening of the same daj when the y^sir 
were all feasting and telling stones to each other 
in th- grCut h-ill of Valhalla Loki stole out from 
Gladsheim and went alone to visit Iduna in herjo 
grove It was a still bnght evening The leaves 
of the trees moved sQ‘‘tly up and down whispering 
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s\\eet ^\ords to each other , the flowers, with half- 
shut cjes, nodded sleepily to their own reflections 
in the water, and Iduna sat b> the fountain, with 
her head resting m one hand, thinking of pleasant 
things. 

“ It la all \erj’ well," thought Loki , “ but I am 
not the happier because people can here Ine such 
pleasant lues. Iv does not do me any good, or 
cure the pain I have had so long m mj heart' 

10 Loki’s long shadow — for the sun w-as setting — 
fell on the w-ater as he approached, and made 
Iduna start She remembered the sight that had 
disturbed her so much m the morning, but when 
she saw onl} Loki, she looked up and smiled 
kindly , for he had often accompanied the other 
JEsir m their v isits to her grov e. 

" I am weaned with a long joumej said Loki 
abrupth, "and I would eat one or >our apples to 
refresh me after my fatigue. The casket stood 
Mbv Iduna s side and she immediately put in her 
hand and gave Loki an apple: To her suipnse, 
instead of thanking her warmly, or beginning to 
eat It, he turned it round and round m his hand 
with a contemptuous air 

“ It IS true then” he said, after looking intently 
at the apple for some time, "your apples are but 
small and withered in comparison I was un 
willing to believe it at fi'st, but now I can doubt 
no longer” 

30 ‘ Small and withered • " said Iduna, rising 

hastily Nay, Asa Odin himself, who has tra 
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'crsed the whole world assures me that he has 
n* er seen any to be compared to them 

' That will never be said again ’ ret jmed Loki , 
for this \ery afternoon I have discovered a tree 
in a gro\e not far from Asgard on which grow 
apples so beautiful that no one who has seen them 
"ill ever care again for yours 

“ I do not wish to see or hear of them " said 
Iduna, trying to turn away with an indifierent air 
hut Loki followed her, and continued to speal to 
more and more strongly of the beauty of this new 
fruit hinting that Iduna would be sorry that she 
had refused to listen when she found all her guests 
deserting her for the new grove and when even 
Bragi began to think lightly of her and of her 
gifts. At this Iduna sighed and Loki came up 
close to her, and whispered in her ear — 

“ It IS but a short way from Asgard and the 
sun has not yet set Come out with me and 
before any one else has seen the apples j ou shall 
gather them and put them in your casket and no 
woman shall ever have it m her power to boast 
that she can f*ast the AZsir more sumptuously 
than Iduna. 

Now Iduna had often been cautioned b) her 
husband never to let anything tempt her to leave 
the grove and she had always been so happy here 
that she thought there was no use in his telling 
her the same thing so often over but now her 
mind was so full of the v onderfully beautiful fruit 30 
and she felt such a burning wish to get it for 
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herself that she quite for^t her husbands 
commands. 

It IS orly a little waj " she said to hersel** 
there can be no harm m going out just this 
once and as Loki v\ent on urging her she took 
up her casket from the ground hastil> and begged 
him to shou her the tvay to this other grove 
Loki walked ver> quickly and Idun had not time 
to collect her thoughts before she found herself at 
lothe entrance of Always \oung At the gate she 
would gladly have stopped a minute to take 
breath but LoKi took hold of her hand and 
forced her to pass through though at the \erj 
moment of passing she half drew bnck , for it 
seemed Co her as if all the trees rn the grove 
suddenl) called out m alarm Come back come 
back Oh come back Iduna’” She half drew 
back her hand but it was loo hte the gate fell 
behind her and she and Zx)ki stood togcthefwith 
20 out the grove 

The trees rose up between them and th** sett ng 
sun and cast a deep shadow on tl e place where 
tney stood a cold night air blev on Idunas 
check and made her shner 

Let us hasten on she said to Loki “let is 
hasten an and soon come back again " 

But Loki was not looking on he was looking 
up. Iduna raised her ejes m the direction of h s 
and her heart died within her for there, h gh up 
jjover her head just as she hid seen it in the 
mernmg hung the lowcnng dark wings — the sharp 
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talons — the fierce head looking at her For on“ 
moment it stood still above her head and then 
lower lower lower the huge shadow fell and 
before Idun found breath to speal the dark wings 
were folded round her and she was borne high 
Up m the air northwards toivards the grej mist 
that hangs over Jotunheim Loki watched till she 
was out of sight and then returned to Asgard 
The presence of the giant was no wonder to him 
for he had m truth purchased his own release lo 
by promising to deliver up Iduna and her casket 
into his power but as he returned alone through 
the grove a foreboding fear pressed on his mind 
If it should be true " he thought that Iduna s 
apples have the wonderful power Odin attributes 
to them • if I among the rest should suffer from 
the lo^ 

Occupied with these thoughts he passed qmckij 
among the trees keeping h«s eyes resolutcK fixed 
on the ground He dare not trust himself to look so 
around, for once when he had msed his head he 
fancied that gliding through the brush \ood he 
had seen the dark robes and jale face of his 
daughtei Hela 
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CHAPTER IV 

Sorrtrv in As^rd The Fading of Idnna f Grvvi 
and iht Ageing oj Asgard's Hiroes An te} 
Visitor half corpse, half queen Bragt suggests 
a Remedy 

When it was known that Iduna had disappeared 
from h^r grove there were many sorrowful faces 
in Asgard and anxious \oices were heard inquir 
ing for her Lokt walked about with as grave a 
face and asked as many questions as any one else , 
but he had a secret fear that became stronger 
eveiy da> that now at last, the consequence of 
his evil wa}s would find him out 

Da> s passed on and the looks of care instead 
to of wearing awa> deepened on the faces of the 
iEsir They met and looked at each other, and 
turned away sighing each saw that some strange 
charge was creeping over all the others, and none 
liked to be the first to speak of iL It came on 
verj gradually — a little change every day and no 
day ever passing without the change. The leaves 
of the trees in Iduna s grove deepened in colour 
They first became a sombre green then a glow mg 
red and at last a pale brown and when the 
20 brisk winds come and blew them about they 
moved every day more languidly 

" Let us alone fh^ said at length. “ iVe are 
tired tired tired.” 
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The winds surprised earned the new sound to 
Gladsheim and whispered it all round the banquet 
hall where the j^sir sat and then thej rushed 
back again and blew all through the grove 

We are tired said the leaves again we are 
tired we are old , we are going to die and at 
the word they broke from the trees one by one 
and fluttered to the ground glad to rest anywhere 
and the winds having nothing else to do went 
back to Gladsheim with the last strange word they 10 
had learned 

The vEsir were all assembled in Valhalla but 
there were no stories told and no songs sung 
No one spoke much but Loki and he was that 
day m a talking humour He moved from one to 
another whispering an unwelcome word in e\ery 
ear 

Have you ndticed your mother Fngga ? he 
said to Baldur Do you see now white her hair 
IS gro ving and what a number of deep lines are 20 
printed on her face ? 

Then he turned to Frey Look at your sister 
Freyja and your friend Baldur he sa d as they 
s t opposite to us What a change has come over 
them lately 1 Who would think that that pale man 
and that faded woman were Baldu' the beautiful 
and Freyja the fair? 

\ou are tired — you are old — ^j.ou are going 

tn die moaned the winds wandering all round 

the great halls and coming in and out of the 30 
hundred doorways and all the ,/Esir looked up 
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at the sad sound Then they saw, for the first 
time, that a new guest had seated herself that day 
at the table of the jEsir There could be no 
question of her fitness on the score of roj’alty, for 
a crown rrated on her brow, and in her band she 
held a sceptre , hut the fingers that grasped the 
sceptre were white and fleshless, and under the 
crown looked the threatening face of Hela, half 
corpse, half queen. 

lo A gr«t fear fell on all the j'Esir as they looked, 
and only 0dm found \o.ce to speak to her 
“Dreadful daughter of Loki he said, “by what 
trarrant do >ou dare to lea\e the kingdom where 
I permit j*ou to reign, and come to take jour 
place among the vEstr, who are no mates for such 
as ^ ou ’ ” 

Then Hela rai«ed her bony finger, and pointed 
one by one, to the guests that sat round “ White 
hair,” she said, “ wrinkled faces, weary hmbs, dull 
soe>es — these are the warrants which ba\e sum 
moned me from the land of shadows to sit among 
the ./Esir I ha\e come to claim >*ou, bv tlie^ 
«igns as ray future guests and to tell j ou that 1 
am preparing a place for >ou in my kingdom." 

At ever>' word she spoke a gust of ic> wind 
came from her mouth and froze the blood ra the 
listeners’ \ems. If she had staged a moment 
longer the>' wr^uld have stifiened into stone, but 
when she had spoken thus, she rose and left the 
30 hall, and the sighing winds went out with her 

Then, after a long silent Bragi stood up and 
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spoke ‘ ^sir,’ he said * We are to blame It 
IS now many months since Idun was carried away 
from us , we have mourned for her, but we have 
not ^et avenged her loss Since she left us a 
strange weariness and despair have come over us 
and we sit looking on each other as if we had 
ceased to be warriors and yEsir Jt is plain that, 
Unless Idun returns we are lost Let two of us 
journej to the Urda fount which we have so long 
neglected to visit and enquire of her from theio 
Noms — for they know all things — and then, when 
've have learnt where she is we will fight for her 
liberty, if need be till we die for that will be an 
end more fitting for us thin to sit here and wither 
away under the breath of Hela. 

At these words of Bragi the wEsir felt a revival 
of their old strength and courage Odin approved 
of Bragi’s proposal, and decreed that he and Bal 
dur should undertake the journey to the dwelling 
place of the Norns That very e> ening they set 2a 
forth , for Hela s visit showed them that they had 
no time to lose 

It was a vieary time to the dwellers in Asgard 
while they were absent Two new citizens had 
taken up their abode in the city Age and Pam 
They walked the streets hand in hand and there 
was no use in shutting the doors against them , 
for however closely the entrance was barred the 
dwellers in the houses felt them as they passed 
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CHAPT£R V 

Odtn reads the orach — He toko hides can Jtnd — 
Idnna tn the Castle on the Rock The Ctantd 
touch an the Ma^tc Apfles Another bird tn 
Freyjas feathers The fiight of the Sparrou. 
and th* Falcon The fire on the uall foy m 

Asgard 

At length, Baldur and Bragi returned with the 
answer of the Soms, couched in mystic words 
which Odtn alone could understand It repealed 
Lokis treacherous conduct to the Msir, and 
declared that Idun could onI> be brought back b> 
Loki, who must go in search of her, clothed in 
Freyja's garments of (alcon feathers. 

Loki was %ery untiiUing to \enture on such a 
search, but Thor threatened him with instant 
10 death if he refused to obey Odin s commands or 
failed to bnng back Iduna and for his own safet) 
he was obliged to aJow Fr^ja to fasten the falcon 
wings to his shoulders and to set off towards 
Thiassis castle in Jotunbeim, where he well knew 
that Iduna was imprisoned 

It was called a castle , but it was in realitj, a 
hollow in a dark rock , the sea broke against two 
sides of It and above, the sea birds clamoured 
day and night 

30 There the giant bad tak«i Iduna on the night 
on which she had left her grove, and feanng lest 
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0 dm should spy her from Air Throne he had shut 
er Up in a gloomy chamber, and strictl) forbidden 
er ever to come out It was hard to be shut up 
rom the fresh air and sunshine and jet per 
haps It was safer for Idun than if she had been 
allowed to wander about Jotun^eim and see 
the monstrous sights that would have met her 
there 

She saw nothing but Thiassi himself and his 
servants whom he had commanded to attend upon ic 
har , and they being curious to see a stranger 
from a distant land came in and out many times 
every day 

They were fair Iduna saw — fair and smiling , 
end at first .t relieved her to see such pleasant 
faces round her when she had expected something 
horrible 

" Pity me 1 she used to saj to them pity 
nie! I have been tom away from my home and 
my husband and I see no hope of ever getting ao 
back And she looked earnestly at them but 
their pleasant faces never changed and there was 
always — however bitterly Idun might be weeping 
— the same smile on their lips 

At length Iduna looking more narrowly at 
them saw when they turned their backs to her 
that they were hollow behind thej were in truth 
Ellewomen who have no hearts and can never 
pity any one 

After Iduna saw this she looked no more at 30 
their smiling faces but turned away her head and 
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wept silently It is very sad to live among 
Ellevvomen when one is in trouble 

Ev-ery day the giant came and thundered at 
Iduna’s door "Have you made up your mind 
yet,” he used to say, “to give me the apples? 
Something dreadful will happen to you if you take 
much longer to think of it” Iduna trembled very 
much every day, but still she hid strength to say, 
"No,” for she knew the dreadful thing would 
lobe for her to give to a wicked giant the gifts that 
had been entrusted to her for the use of the /Esir 
The giant nould have taken the apples by force if 
he could , bi t, whenever he put his hand Into the 
casket, the fruit slipped from beneath his finger-, 
shrivelled into the size of a pea, and hid itself m 
crevices of the casket where his great fingers 
could not come — only when Iduna’s little white 
hand tcuch«?d it, it swelled again to its own size, 
and this she would never do while the giant was 
so with her So the days passed on, and Iduna would 
have died of grief among the smiling EUewomen if 
it had not been for the moaning sound of the sei 
and the wild cry of the birds, “for, however others 
may smile, these pity me” she used to sav, and it 
was like music to her 

One morning when she knew that tht giant had 
gone out, and when the Ellevvomen had left her 
alone, she stood for a long time at her window 
by the sea, watching the mermaid- floating u/i and 
jodown on the waves and looking at heaven with 
their sad blue eyes. She knew that they were 
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mourning because they had no souls and jhe 
thought withm herself that even in pnson it was 
better to belong to the /Hsir than to be a mermaid 
or an Ellewoman, were they ever so free or happy 
^\hile she was still occupied with these thoughts 
she heard her name spoken and a bird with large 
ning'- flew m at the windou and smoothing its 
feathers stood upright before her It was Loki in 
Frejjas garment of feathers and he made her 
understand in a moment that he had come to set w 
her free and that there was no time to lose. He 
told her to conceal her casket carefully in her 
bosom and then he said a few words over her "ind 
she found herself clianged into a sparrow with the 
casket fastened among the feathers of her breast 
Then Loki spread his wings once more and 
fiew out of the window and Iduni followed h m 
Thi- sea wind blew cold and rough and her little 
Wings fluttered with fear but she struck them 
bravely out into the air and flew like an arrowao 
over the water 

This wa> 1 es Asgard cried Lol i and the 
word gave her strength But they had not gone 
far when a sound was heard above the sea and 
the wind and tJie call of the sea birds Thiassi 
had put on his eagle plumage and was fl> mg after 
them For five da>"s. and five nights the three 
flew over the water that divides Jotunheim from 
Asgard and at the end of ever) daj they were 
closer together for the giant was gaming on the 30 
other two 
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All the five days the dv\ellers m Asgard stood 
on the walls of the city watching On the si'^th 
evening they saw a falcon and a sparrow closely 
pursued fay an eagle flying tmvards Asgard 

There will not be time said Bragi who had 
been calculating the speed at which thej fle\ 
The eagle will reach them before thev can get 
into the city 

But Odin desired a fire to be lighted upon the 
low alls and Thor tnd Tjr with what strength 

remained to them tore up the trees from the 
groves and gardens and made a rampart of fire all 
round the city The light of the fire showed 
Iduna her husband and her friends waiting for her 
She made one last eflbrt and rising high up in 
the air above the flames and smoke she passed 
the waifs, and dropped down safely at the fbot of 
Odins throne. The giant tried to follow but 
wearied with hts long flight he was unable to raise 
2ohis enormous bul sufficiently high in the air 
The flames scorched his wings as he flew through 
them and he fell among the flaming piles of wood 
and was burnt to death. 

How Idun feasted the ./Esir on her apples how 
they gre v young and beautiful again and how 
spring and green Ie 3 \-es and music came back to 
the gro\e I must leave jou to imagine for I have 
made my story long enough already ana if I saj 
any more >ou will fancy that it is Bragi who has 
3ocomc among you and that he has entered on his 
endless story 
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CHAPTER I 

dreams a Dream — The Shadow 0/ Death 
The Promise of all created and uncreated 
things Odin and the dead Prophetess A 
Bed u preparing tn Helheim The Ransom of 
Baldttr the Beloved 

UPOV a summer » afternoon jt happened that 
Baldur the Bright and Bold belo%ed of men and 
■^ir found himself alone in his palace of Broad 
^1 nk. Thor ivas ivalkmg low down amoi g the 
'alleys his brow heavy with summer heat Frev 
and Gerda sported on still waters in their cloud 
leaf ship Odin for once slept on the top of Air 
Throne a noon day stillness penaded the whole 
earth and Baldur in Broadblink the wide glancing 
most sunlit of palaces dnaamwl a dream 

Now the dream of Baldur was troub'ed He 
knew not whence nor but when he awoke 

he found that a most new and weighty care was 
within him It was so heavy that Baldur could 
scarcely cariv it and jet he pressed it closely to 
his heart and said Lae there, and do not fall on 
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any one but me." Tlien he rose up and walked 
out from the cvpindcd splendour of his hall that 
he might seek his oun mother, Fngga and tell 
her what had happened to him He found her in 
her cr>sta! saloon calm and kind watting to listen 
and rcadj to ssmoathise, sohcwalked up to her, 
his hands pressed closely on his heart and laj 
down at her feet sighing 

“What IS the matter, dear Baldur?" asked 
loFrigga, gcntij 

“ I do not know mother" answered he. “ I do 
not know what the matter is, but I ha\ea shadow 
m m^ heart" 

Take It out then m> son and let me look at 
it" replied Fngg 

“ But I fear mother, that if I do it will ewer 
the whole earth 

Then Fngga laid her hand upon the heart of 
lier son that she might feel the shadow s shape. 
20 Her brow became clouded as she felt it her 
parted lips grew pale and she cried out “Oh' 
Baldur my beloved son ' the shadow is the shado i 
of death ' 

Then said Baldur I will die bra%el> my 
mother" 

But Fngga ans vered “ You shall not die at all 
for I will not sleep to-night until evcr>thing on 
earth has sworn to me that it wjH neither kill nor 
harm you ” 

JO So Fngga stood up and called to her everj 
thing on earth that had power to hurt or slaj 
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First she called nil metals to her , and hca\} iron- 
ore came lumbering up the hill into tlie crjstal 
ball, brass and gold, copper, silver, lead, and steel, 
and stood before the Queen, uho lifted her right 
hand high in the atr, saving “Swear to me that 
>ou vvill not injure Baldur , ‘ and thev all swore, 
and went Then she called to her all stones , and 
huge granite came with crumbling sand store, and 
"hitc lime, and the round, smooth stones of the 
sen-shore, and Fngga raiscvl her arm saying, ro 
“Swear that }ou will not injure Haldur,” and 
they swore, and went Then I ngga called to her 
the trees; and wide spreading oak trees, with tall 
ash and sombre firs came rushing up the hi'l with 
long branches, from which green leaves like flags 
"ere waving, and Frigga raised her hand, and said, 
“Swear that jou will not hurt Bildur , ’ and they 
said, “Wc swear," and went After this I ngga 
called to her the diseases, who came blow n thither 
wara bv' poisonous winds on wings of pain and toao 
the. sound of morning Frigga said to them, 
"Swear.” and they sighed, "We swear,’ then flew 
away Then Fngga called to her all beasts, birds, 
and venomous snakes, who came to her and swore, 
and disappeared After this she stretched out her 
hand to Baldur. whilst a smile spread over her 
face, saying, " And now, my son, you cannot 
die ” 

But just then Odm came in, and when he had 
heard from F ngga the whole story, he looked even 30 
more mournful than she had done, neither did the 
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cloud pass from his face when he was told of the 
oaths that had been taken 

" Why do ) ou still look so grav e my lord ? ” 
demanded Fngg, at last Baldur cannot row 
die" 

But Odin asked very gravely Is the shadow 
gone out of our son s heart, or is it still there ? " 
“It cannot be there said Fngg turning away 
her head resolutely and folding her hands before 
lo her 

But Odin looked at Baldur and saw how it was. 
The hands pressed to the hca\) heart the beautiful 
brow grown dim. Then immediately he arose 
saddled Sleipntr his eight footed stc^ mounted 
him and turning to I ngga said I know of a 
dead Vala Fngg who when she was alive could 
tell what was going to happen her grave 1 es at 
the east side of Hwlhcim and I am going there to 
awake her and ask whether anj terrible gnef is 
20 really coming upon us " 

So saying Odin shook the bndle in his hand 
and the Eight footed with a bound leapt forth 
rushed Ike a whirlwind down the mountain of 
Asgard and then dashed into a narrow defile 
between rocks 

Sleipnir went on through the defile a long \ a) 
until he came to a place where the earth opened 
her mouth There Odin rode in and down a 
broad steep slanting road which Jed him to the 
jocavern Gnipa and tne mouth of the ca%ern 
Gnipa j awned upon Niflhe m Then thought Odjn 
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to himself, ' My journe> is already done But 
just as Sleipnir was about to leap through the 
jaws of the pit, Garm, the voracious dog who \\as 
chained to the rock, sprang forvvard, and tned to 
fasten himself upon Odin Three times Odin 
shook him off) and still Garm as fierce as ever 
v\ent on with the fight At last Sleipnir leapt 
and 0dm thrust just at the same moment then 
horse and rider cleared the entrance and turned 
eastward toward the dead Valas grave dripping lo 
blood along the road as thej went, while the 
beaten Garm stood ba>ing in the caverns mouth 
When 0dm came to the grave he got off his 
horse and stood with his face northwards looking 
through baned enclosures into the city of Helheim 
Itself The servants of Hcla were very busj there 
making preparations for some new guests — hang 
ing gilded couches with curtains of anguish and 
splendid miser> upon the walls Then Odins 
heart died within him and he began to repeat 20 
mournful runes in a low tone to himself 

The dead Vala turned heavily m her grave at 
the sound of his voice and as he went on sat bolt 
Upright What man is this she asked who 
dares disturb my sleep? 

Then Odin for the first time in his life said 
what was not true the shadow of Baldur dead 
fell upon his hps and be made answer My name 
IS Vegtam the son of Valtam 

And what do you want from me? asked thejo 
Vala 
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I want to know rephed Odin for whom 
He]a js making ready that gilded couch in 
Helheim? 

That IS for Baldur th" Beloved answered the 
dead Vala Now go awa> and let me sleep 
again for my eyes are heav> 

But Odin said Only one word more Is 
Baldur going to Helhe m ? 

Yes Ive told you that he is ansv^ered the 
10 Vala 

Will he ne\er come back lo Asgard again ^ 

If everything on earth should weep for him" 
answered she he will go back ;f not he will 
remain m Helheim 

Then Odm cohered his face with his hands and 
looked into darkness 

Do go awav” said the Vala Im so sleepj 
I cannot keep my eyes open any longer 

But Odm ra sed his head and said again Only 
soteil me this one thing Just no v as I look‘»d into 
darkness it seemed to me as if 1 saw one on earth 
who would not weep for Baldur Who i as itr 
At this the VaU grev very angry and said 
How couldst tl ou see in darkness? I know of 
only one who by gmng away his eye gained 
1 ght No Vegtam art thou but Odin chief of 
men 

At her angry words Od n became angry too 
and called out as loudI> as eicr he could “No 
JO Vala art thou nor wise woman but rnther th* 
mother of three giants. 
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"Go go! inswered the Vala falling back in 
her grave no man shall waken me again until 
Loki have burst his chains and Ragnarok be 
come. After this Odm mounted the Eight footed 
once more, and rode thoughtfully towards home 


CHAPTER 11 

The Games oh the Pcaccstead Baliur uHsetthed 
t) arrv i or dirt The jealous;^ attd rage of 
Loht Fng^ t has a Vtstlor The least of all 
Herbs A Brothers ann 1/ lo gntded bliud 
// durs ann ? 

WiiEs Odm came back to Asgard Hermod took 
the bridle from his fathers hand and told him 
that the rest of the A2sir were gone to the Peace 
stead — a broad green plain which lay just outside 
the citj Now this was in fact the playground ofio 
the A-sir where they practised trials of si 11 one 
with another and held tournaments and sham 
fights. These last \ ere al\a>s conducted m the 
gentlest and most honourable manner for the 
strongest law of the Peacestead was that no angry 
bio V should be struck or spiteful word spoken 
upon the sacred field and for th s reason some 
have thought it might be a ell if children also had 
a Pcacestead to play in 

Odin was too much tired by his journey from 20 
Helheim to go to the Pcacestead that afternoon 
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SO he turned a^vaj and shut himseff up in his 
palace of Gladshcim But when he was gone 
Loki came into the cit> bj another wiy and 
Jiearing from Hermod where the ^sir were set 
off to join them 

When he got to the Peacestead Loki found 
that the .^sir were standing round in a arcJe 
shooting at something and he peeped between 
the shoulders of tvo of them to find out what it 
IS was. To his surprise he saw Baldur stand ng m 
the midst erect and calm whilst his friends and 
brothers were aiming theirweapons at him Some 
hewed at him with their swords — others threw 
stones at him — some shot arrows po nted with 
stee' and Thor continually swung Miolnir at hts 
head Well " said Loki to hims*lf if this is the 
sport of Asgard what must that of Jotunheun be? 

I wonder what Father Odm and Mother Fngg 
would say if tney were here? But as Loki still 
wlooked he became even more surprsed for the 
sport went on and Baldur was not hurt. Arroi s 
i.imed at Jus \ery heart glanced back again un 
anged with blood The stones fell down from h s 
broad bright bro \ and left no bruises there 
Swords claie, but dd not wound him Mioln r 
struck h m and he was not crushed At this 
Loki gre V perfectly funous with envy and hatred 
'^nd why is Baldur to be so honoured sa d he 
that e%en steel and stone shall not 1 urt hm? 

30 Then Loki changed himself into a little dark 
bent old woman w th a stick in his hand and 



B\LDURS DEATH 


S3 

hobbled twaj from the Pencestcad to Fnggas cool 
saloon At the door he knocked \vitli his stick 
Come in ' ” said the kind toice of Trigg and 
Loki lifted the lutch 

Now \ hen Frigga saw from the other end of 
the hall a little bent cripped old woman come 
hobbling up her crystal floor she got up with true 
queenhness and met her half way holding out her 
hand and saying in the kindest manner Pray sit 
dow n my poor old friend for t seems to me that to 
you ha%e come from a great way off” 

That I have indeed answered Loki in a 
tremulous squeaking \oice 

And did you happen to see anything of the 
^ir, asked Frigg as you came? 

Just now I passed by the Peacestead and saw 
them at play " 

What were they doing? 

Shooting at Paldur 

Then Frigg bent over her work with a pleasedso 
smile on her face. And nothing hurt him ? 
she said 

Nothing answered Loki lool in^, keenly at 
her 

“ No nothing murmured Frigg st 11 looking 
down and speaking half musingly to hers^-lf for 
all things have sworn to me that they w 11 not 

Sworn I exclaimed Loki eagerly what is 
that you say ? Has everything sworn then ? 

Everything answered she excepting indeed 30 
the little shrub mistletoe which grows you know. 
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thought thit there was a discontented expression 
on Ills flee, just as if he were sajing to himself, 
Noboclj takes anj notice of me. So Loki went 
up to him and put his hand upon his shoulder 
‘ And whj arc jou standing here all alone mj 
brave friend ? ' said he. U hy don t you throw 
something at Bildur Hew at him with a sword, 

Or show him some attention of that sort 

* I Invent got a sword answered Hodiir with 
an impatient gesture, ‘and you know as well asm 
I do. Loki that Father Odin does not approve of 
tuj wearing warlike weapons, or joining m sham 
fights, because I am blind ’ 

“Oh’ IS that It? said Loki ‘ Well I only 
know I shouldn t like to be left out of everj thing 
However, I ve got a tv^ig of mistletoe here which 
I’ll lend >ou if you like, a harmless little twig 
enough, but I shall be happy to guide >our arm if 
Jou would 111 e to throw it, and Baldur might take 
It as a compliment from lus twin brother so 

Let me feel it ' said Hodur stretching out 
his uncertain hands 

This way this way my dear friend said 
Loki, giving him the twig ' Now as hard as 
ever jou can to do /nm honour throw' 

Hedur threw— Baldur fell and the shadow of 
deatn covered the whole earth 
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CHAPTER III. 

The last Voja^e of Jittt^iorft Baldurs Burring 
far out to Sea The Alsir tit ties(jiat‘on 
Hermods Jlftssion to the Queen of tie Dead 
The Tribute of Tears 

Onc after another they turned and left the peace- 
stead, those fnends ard brothers of the slain 
One after another they turned and vent towards 
the city , crushed hearts, heavy footsteps, no word 
amongst them, a shadow upon al] The shadow 
was m Asgard too, — had vi^ked through Fngga’* 
hall, and seated Itself upon the threshold cf Glad* 
sheim Odin had just come out to look at Jn 
and Fngg stood by jt in mute despair as the iEsir 
10 came up 

“ Loki did it * Loki did it ! ” they said at last in 
confused, hoarse whispers, and they looked from 
one to another, upon Odin, upon Fngg, upon the 
shado V which they saw before them, and which 
they felt within “Loki did it! Loki Loki'" they 
went on saying, but it was no use repeating the 
name of Loki over and over again when there was 
another name they were too sad to utter which 
vet filled all their hearts — Baldur Frigga said it 
*0 first, and then they all went to look at him lying 
down so peacefully on the grass — dead, dead 

“ Carry him to the funeral pyre ' ” said Odin, at 
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length , and four of the iEsir stooped do«’Ti, and 
lifted their dead brother 

With scarcely any sound they earned the body 
tenderly to the sea shore, and laid it upon the 
deck of that majestic ship called Ringhorn, %\hich 
had been Ins Then they stood round waiting to 
see who would come to the funeral Odin came, 
and on his shoulders sat his two ravens, whose 
croaking drew clouds down over the Asa’s face for 
Thought and Memory sang one sad song that day 10 
Fngga came — Frey, Gerda, Freyja Thor, Hcenir, 
Bragi, and Idun Heimdall came sweeping over 
the tops of the mountains on Golden Mane, his 
swift, bright steed vEgir the Old groaned from 
under the deep, and sent his daughters up to 
mourn around the dead Frost giants and moun 
tam->g\ants came crowding round the rimy shores 
of Jotunheim to look across the sea upon the 
funeral of an Asa. Nanna came, Baldurs fair 
joungwife, but when she saw the dead bodj ofherao 
husband her own heart broke with grief and the 
.lEsir laid her beside him on the stately ship 
After this Odin stepped forward, and placed a ring 
on the breast of bis son, whispering something at 
the same time in his ear, but when he and the 
rest of the vEsir tried to push Ringhorn into the 
sea before setting fire to it, they found that their 
hearts were so heavy they could lift nothing So 
they beckoned to the giantess Hj rrokin to come 
over from Jotunheim and help them She, with aso 
single push, set the ship floating, and then, whilst 
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CHAPTER III 

The last Voyage of RtitgJtom Baldur's Burmng 
far out to Setx. The ^str tn desolation 
Henttods J fission to the Queen of tie Dead 
The Tribute of Tears 

One after another they turned and left the Peace- 
stead those friends and brothers of the slain. 
One after another they turned and v^ent towards 
the city , crushed hearts, heavy footsteps, no ivord 
amongst them, a shadow upon aJL The shadow 
^las in Asgard too, — had walked through Fngga's 
hall and seated itself upon the threshold cf Glad* 
sheim Odin had just come out to look at it, 
and Fngg stood by it m mute despair as the ^ir 
to came up 

* Loki did It • Loki did it ! ” they said at last in 
confused, hoarse whispers and the> looked from 
one to another, upon Odin upon Fngg, upon the 
shadow which they saw before them, and which 
they felt within *' Loki did it • Loki Loki*” they 
n^ent on saying , but it was no use repeating the 
name of Loki over and over again when there was 
another name they were too sad to utter which 
vet filled all their hearts — Baldur Fri^a said it 
20 first, and then they all w^t to look at him lying 
down so peacefully on the grass — dead, dead 

‘ Cany him to the funeral pyre • ” said Odin, at 
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length , and four of the ,^ir stooped down, and 
lifted their dead brother 

With scarcely any sound th<y carried the body 
tenderly to the sea shore, and laid it upon the 
deck of that majestic ship called Ringhom, which 
had been fits Then they stood round waiting to 
see who would come to the funeral Odin came, 
and on his shoulders sat his two ravens, whose 
croaking drew clouds down over the Asa’s face for 
Thought and Memory sang one sad song that daj. lo 
Frigga came, — Frey, Gcrda, Freyja, Thor Hcenir, 
Bragi, and fdun Heimdall came sweeping over 
the tops of the mountains on Golden Mane, his 
swift, bright steed ^gtr the Old groaned from 
under the deep, and sent his daughters up to 
tnourn around the dead Frost giants and moun- 
tain giants came crowding round the nmy shores 
of Jotunheim to look across the sea upon the 
funeral of an Asa Nanna came, Baldurs fair 
J oung wife, but when she saw the dead body of herw 
husband her own heart broke with grief, and the 
^sir laid her beside him on the statel> ship 
After this Odin stepped forward, and placed a ring 
on the breast of bis son, whispering something at 
the same time in his ear, but when he and the 
rest of the iEsir tried to push Ringhorn into the 
sea before setting fire to it, they found that their 
hearts were so heavy thqr could hit nothing So 
they beckoned to the giantess Hyrrokin to come 
Over from Jotunheim and help them She, with 330 
Single push, set the ship floating, and then, whilst 
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Thor stood up holding Miolnir high in the air, 
Odin lighted the funeral pile of Baldur and of 
Nanna, 

So Ringhom w'cnt out floating towards the deep 
and the funeral fire burnt on Its broad red flame 
burst forth towards hea\cn; but when the smoke 
would ha\e gone upw'ard too, the winds came 
sobbing and carried it away 

When at last the ship Rjnghom had floated out 
10 50 far to sea that it tooKcd like a dull, red lamp on 
the horizon. Fngga turned round and said “Does 
any on© of you, my children, w'lsh to perform a 
noble action, and win my love for ever? 

‘ I do,” cried Hermod, before any one else had 
time to open hts lips. 

Go then, Hermod,’ answered Fngg, “saddle 
Slcipnir with all speed, and ride down to Helheim , 
there seek out Hela, the stern mistress of the 
dead and entreat her to send our beloved back to 
sous once more. 

Hermod was gone in the twinkling of an eje 
and went on his way dowmvards and downwards 
till at last he got to Helheim SJeipner leapt its 
barred gate, and horse and rider pressed forward 
through the City of the Dead as far as the 
Banqueting Half , there he found Queen HeJa 
with Baldur and Nanna seated at her side After 
supper Hela stalked away, leaving Hermod and 
Baldur alone, and all that night the two brothers 
30 talked together 

The next morning Hermod went to Hela, and 
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entrented her to let Baldur return to Asgard He 
even offered to take his place in Helheim if she 
pleased but Hela only laughed at this and said 
talk a great deal about Baldur and boast 
how much every one loves him I will prove now 
if ' hat joiJ have told me be true. Let everything 
on eartn living or dead weep for Baldur and he 
shall go home ngam but i( one thing only refuse 
to Weep then let Helheim hold its own he shall 
not go jt 

Every one will weep uilhnglj said Hermod 
<15 he mounted Sleipnir and rode towards the 
entrance of the city Baldur went with him as 
far as the gate and began to send messages to all 
hts friends, in Asgard but Hermod v ould not listen 
to many of them 

\ou will so soon come back to us he said 
' there is no use in sending messages. 

So Hermod darted homewards and Baldur 
watched him through the bars of Helheim s gate ro 
way as he flew along 

CHAPTER I\ 

Hcrmo<ts rehim and the ne-ts tn Asgtird The 
Vi(K;irtor go ent to tkt ends of t/e Eartt 
Bdtur ts dcai A lleeping If or/d The 
If i/c/i refuses her t irs Bal/ur is Helas pte^ 

Well, Hermod what did she sa> ? asked the 
/Esir from the top of the hill as. they saw him 
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commf', "/mke haste and teh us tv hit she slid” 
And llcrmcxl came up 

Oh ' IS that all ? they cned ts soon xs he 
had delivered his mcssaijc ‘Nothing can be 
more easj and then they all hurried ofT to 
tell Frigga. She was weeping alrcad>, and m 
five minutes there was not a tearless eje in 
Asgard 

“ But this IS not enough said 0dm the 
«o whole earth must know of our grief that it may 
weep with us." 

Then the father of the yEsir called to him his 
messenger maidens— the beautiful Valkjrio —and 
sent them out into all worlds with these three 
words on their lips “Baldur is dead’" But the 
words were so dreadful that at first the messenger 
maidens could only whisper them m low tones 
as they went along “Baldur is dead'" The 
dciU sad sounds (towed hack on Asgarr? hke a 
aonew nver of grief and it seemed to the .^ir as 
if they now wept for the first time — “Baldur is 
dead ' ” 

“ \\ hat is that the Valkynorare sajing?" asked 
the men and women in all the countr> round and 
when the> heard rightly men left their labour and 
lay down to weep — women dropped the buckets 
the} were carrying to the well and leaning their 
faces over them filled them with tears. The 
children crowded upon the doorsteps or sat down 
3oat the corners of the streets crying as if their own 
mothers were dead 
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Valk>nor as thc> stepped forth north and south 
and east and west, but soon the whole earth’s 
•jtcaminjT tears rose up like a great cloud and 
hid everything from him Then he looked down 
through the cloud, and said "Arc you all weep- 
•ng? ’ Tlic Valkynor heard the *oirnd of his soice 
as they went all together down the slippery road, 
and they turned round, stretching out their arms 
tov\ards Air Throne, their long hair falling back 
lowhilst, with choked loices and streaming eyes, 
lhe\ answered, “The world weeps. Father Odin , 
the world and we. 

After this they went on their way until they 
came to the end of the cave Gntpa where Garm 
was chained, and which yawned over Niflheim 
* The world weeps ' they said one to another by 
way of cncotrragefnenc, (or hers the road was so 
dreadful but just as they were about to pass 
through the mouth of Gnipa they came upon a 
johaggard witch named Thaukt who sat in the 
entrance with her back to them and her face to- 
wards the abyss Baldur IS dead 1 Weep weep' 
said the messenger maidens as they tned to pass 
her , but Thaukt made answer — 

^Vhat she doth hold, 

Let Hela keep. 

For nvught care I 
Though the norld weep 
O er Ba'dui*s bale 
Li\e he or d»e 
W th tearless eye 

Old Thankt shall waiL® 



THE BINDING OF FENRIR- 

CHAPTER * 

the air of Gladshetm works on a wolfish 
Mature Like Father, Itke Son The power of 
custom T}r and Fennr Odin’s uneasiness 
The council of the yEsir Thor's boost 
Lading and Dromt 

I HOPE )OU ha\c not forgotten uhat I told you 
of Fonnr, Lok«'s fierce noJf son, whom CWm 
brought home «ith him to Asgard, and of whose 
refonnation, uncouth and wolfish as he was, AIJ- 
Faiher entertained some hope, thinking that the 
wholesome, bright air of Gladshcim, the sight of 
the fair faces of the Asyniur and the hearing of 
the brave words which da> b> day fell from the 
lips of heroes, would, perhaps, have power to 
fo change the cruel nature he had inherited from hts 
father, and make him worthy of his place as a 
dweller m the Citv of Lords. 

To Tyr, the brave and strong handed, Odm 
assigned the task of feeding Fennr, and ivatcbing 
him, lest, in his cruel strength, he should injure 
any who were unable to defend themselves And 
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trul> It was 1 grand sight and one that Asa Odin 
lo\ed to see the two together when in the 
evening after the feast was over in Valhalla Fenrir 
came prowling to Tyr’s feet to receive his food 
ffom the one hand strong enough to quell him 
Tyr stood up in hts calm strength like a tall 
sheltering rock m which the timid sea birds find 
a home and Fenrir roared and howled round him 
like the bitter, destroying wave that slowly under 
mines its base lo 

Time passed on Tyr had reached the prime 
of his strength but Fenrir went on growing not 
so rapidl} as to awaken fear as his brother 
Jormungand had done but slowly surely continu 
ally— a little stronger and a little fiercer every day 
The ^sir and the Asyniur had become accus 
tomed to his presence the gentlest ladj m Asgard 
no longer turned away from the sight of his fierce 
mouth and fiery eye they talked to each other 
about the smalles* things and every daily event 20 
v'ES commented on and wondered about but no 
one said anything of Fenrir or noticed howgradu 
allj he grew or how the glad air and the strong 
food which gave valour and strength to an Asa 
could on > develop with greater rapidity fierce 
ness and cruelty m a wolf And they would have 
gone on living securely tt^dier while the monster 
grew a id grew if it had not been that Asa Od ns 
one eye enlightened as it was by the upspringing 
well of wisdom within saw more clearly than these 
eyes of his brothers and children 
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One e\enjng as he stoo <1 jn the court of Val 
hilla witching Tjr is he gate Fennr his evening 
mcil a sudden cloud of care fell on the phcid 
face of All I ilhcr, and when the wolf havirg 
satisfied his hungcft crouched back to bis htr 
called together a council of the heads of the yHir 
— Thor Tjr Hragi Heentr Frc\ and Niord, ind 
after pointing out to them the evil which thej had 
illovved to grow up among them unnoticed h“ 
loishcd their counsel as to the best wav of over 
coming it before it became too strong to vvitli 
stand 

Thor always rcadj was the first to ansver 
One would think he said to hear the grave 
w’a> m which )ou speak rather Odin that there 
was no such thing as a smithy near Asgard or 
that I Asa Thor had no power to forge might; 
weapons and had never made my name known 
in jotunhc m as the conqueror and binder of 
» monsters. Set )our mind at rest Ikfore to- 
morrow evening at this lime I will have foigcd a 
chain with which you shall bind Fennr and once 
bound m a chain of my workmanship there will 
be nothing further to fear from him. 

The assembled /Esrappauded Thors speech, 
but the cloud did not pass avva; from Od n s brov 
You have done man; m ghty deeds Son 
Thor he said “but if I mistake not this binding 
of Fennr will prove a task too diificuJt even for 
30 you 

Thor made no answer but he seized Miolnir 
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and With sounding steps strode to the smithy 
AJI night long the mighty blous of Miolnir rang 
on the tom), and the roaring bellows breathed i 
hot blast over all the hiH of Asgard None of 
the Alsir slept that night but every now and 
then one or other of them came to cheer Thor at 
his work Sometimes Frej brought his bright 
face into the dusky smithy sometimes Tjr en 
treated permission to strin.e a stout olow , some 
times Bragi seated himself among the workers lo 
and with his e>es fi\cd on the glowing iron 
poured forth a hero song, to which the ringing 
blows kept time. 

There w as also another guest who at intervals 
niade his presence known By the light of the 
fire the evil form of Fenrir was seen prowling 
round m the darkness and every now and then 
a fiendish mocking laugh filled ^e pauses of the 
song, and the wind and the ringing hammer 

All that night and the next day Thor laboured *o 
and Fenrir watched and at the tim“ of the 
evening meal, Thor strode trumphantlj into 
Father Odins presence and laid before him Laid 
ing the strongest chain that had ever yet been 
forged on earth The iEsir passed it from one to 
another, and wondered at its immense length and 
at the ponderous moulding of its twisted links 

It IS impossible for Fennr to break through 
this they said and thqr were loud in their 
thanks to Thor and praises of h s prowess , only jo 
Father Odin kept a grave sad silence. 
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When rciinr came into the court to rcccue his 
food from Tjr it ttis igrced Ihit Thor and T>r 
were to seize and bind him The) held their 
weapons in rcadmess for thej expected a fierce 
struggle but to their suiprise, Tenrir quiet!) 
allowed the chain to be \tound round him and 
lay down at his ease while Thor with two strokes 
of Miolnir rivetted the last link into one of the 
strongest stones on which the court rested Then 
CO when the A-sir were about to congratulate each 
other on their victory he slow!) raised his ponder 
ous form which seemed to dilate in the nsi ig 
with one bound forward snapped the chain like a 
silken thread and walked leisurely to his lair as 
tf no unusual thing had befallen him 

The ^Csir with donmeast faces stood looking 
at each other Once more fhor was the first to 
spe.*k “ He w ho breaks through lading he 
said “only brings upon himself the still harder 
JO bondage of Dromi” And having uttered these 
words he again lifted Miulnir from the ground 
and weary as he was returned to the smithy and 
resumed his place at the anvil 

For three days and nights Thor worked and 
when he once more appeared before Father Odin 
he carr ed m his hand Dromi — the Strong B nd 
jpff" This chain exceeded Lading in strength 
b) one half and was so heavy that Asa Tlor him 
self under its veight and yet Fenrir 

honed no fear of alloving himself to be bound 
bj It and It cost him verj 1 ttle more effort than 
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on the first evening to free himself from its 
fetters 

After this second failure Odin again called a 
council of /Esir m Gladsheim to consider what 
further steps could now be taken to protect Asgard 


CHAPTER II 

A second Council Frej's advice The weak things 
oj the Eartn SLtmtrs journey into the land 
of Dwarfs A Cham hie tkistlcdoivn 

When the ^sir were all assembled the second 
Council begin, Thor standing among the others 
silent and shamefaced 

It W1S now Frey who \entiired first to offer an 
opinion “ Thor, Tyr, and other brave sons of the to 
^sir, ’ he said, “have passed their lives valiantly 
in fighting against giants and monsters and 
doubtless, much wise lore has come to them 
through these adventures I for the most part 
have spent my time peacefully in woods and fields 
watching how the seasons follow each other, and 
how the silent dewy night ever leads up the 
brightly smiling day , and, in this watching many 
things have been made plain to me which have 
not, perhaps been thought worthy of regard b> 20 
my brother Lords One thing that I have learned 
IS the wondrous strength that lies m little things 
and that the labour carried on in darkness and 
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silence ever brings forth the grandest birth Thor 
and Miolnir have failed to forge a chain strong 
enough to bind Fennr, but since cannot be 
helped by the mighty and renowned let us turn 
to the unknown and weak 

In the caverns and dim places of the earth 
live a tiny race of people who are always working 
with unwearied noiseless fingers With Asa Odin s 
permission I will send my messenger Skirnir and 
loentreat aid of them and we shall perhaps find 
that what passes the might of Asgard m=j be 
accomplished in the secret places of Svartbeim 
The face of Asa Odin boghtened as Frey spoke 
and rising immediately from his seat he broke up 
the council and entreated Frey to lose no time in 
returning to Alfheim and despatching Skirn r on 
his miss on 

So Frey hurried home and on his arrnal he 
found difct m sp te of the cloud that hung o%er 
so Asgard all was fair and peaceful in Alfheim But 
Frey hardly gave himself time to greet Gcrd and 
his elves before he summoned Skirn r into his pre 
sence and acquainted him with the danger that 
hung over Asgard and the important mission 
which the JEs r had determined to trust to h s 
sagacity Skirnir listened playing with the knot 
of his wondrous sword as he was wont to do 
m order to make known to every one that he 
possessed it for to confess the truth it was 
30 somewhat too heavy for him to wield 

This is a fafdifTerent mission he said from 
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that on which you once sent me — to woo fairest 
Gerd , but, as the welfare of Asgard requires it 
I will depart at once though I have little liking 
for the dark caves and cunning people 

Frey thanked him and putting a small key 
into his hand which was indeed the key to the 
gate of Svartheim he bade him farewell and 
Skimir set out on his journey 

On the way from Alfheim to Svartheim Skirnir 
'aw many strange sights and countless little dwarfs lo 
hump bad ed cunning eyed and open mouthed 
at work in the heart of the earth amidst masses 
of gold rubies and diamonds At last he arrived 
fit the dwarfs* brilliantly lighted palace and de 
livered Odin s command The Dwarf Chief seated 
on a golden throne promised obedience but 
demanded two days in which to perform the task 
At the end of two days Skirnir re entered the 
audience hall and then the chief of the dwarfs 
put into his hand a slender chain You can so 
imagine what size it was when I tell you that the 
dwarf chief held it lightly balanced on his fore 
finger, and when it rested on Skirnir s hand it 
felt to him no heavier than a piece of thistle 
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Silence ever brings fbrth the grandest birth Thor 
and Miolnir have failed to forge a chain strong 
enough to bind Fennr but since we cannot bo 
helped by the mighty and rcnouned let us turn 
to the unknown and weak 

In the caverns and dim places of the earth 
live a tiny race of people who are always working 
With unwearied noiseless fingers With Asa Odin s 
permission I will send my messenger Skimir and 
xoentreat aid of them and \\e shall perhaps find 
that what passes the might of Asgard m»3 be 
accomplished m the secret places of S^*artheini 
The face of Asa Odin brightened as T re> spoke 
ana rising immed atel> from his seat he broke up 
the council and entreated Trc) to lose no time in 
returning to Alfheim and despatching Skimir on 
his mission 

So Fre> hurried home and on his arrival he 
found th..t in sp te of the cloud that hung o\er 
20 Asgard all was fur and peaceful in Alfhctm Hut 
Frej hardly gave himself time to greet Gcrd Tnd 
his elves before he summoned Sktrnir into li s pre 
scncc and acquainted him with the danger that 
hung over Asgard and the important mission 
which the yCsir had determined to trust to h 
sagacitj Skimir listened playing with the knot 
of bis wondrous sword as he wns wont to do 
m order to make known to every one tliat he 
possessed it for to confess the truth it was 
josomewhit too hcav> for him to wield. 

This IS a far'diffcrcnt mission he said “ from 
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Fennr prowled round his old master Tyr with 
look of savage triumph in his cruel eyes now 
licking the hand that had so long fed him and 
now shaking his great bead and howling defiantly 
The v^isir stood at the foot of Gioll the sounding 
rock and passed Gleipnir the chain from one to 
another talking about it while Fennr listened 
It was much stronger than it looked they said 
and Thor and Tyr ved with each other in their 
efforts to break it , avhile Bragi declared his belief lo 
that there was no one among jEsir or giants 
capable of performing so great a feat unless 
he added it should be jou Fennr 

This speech roused the pride of Fennr and 
alter looking long at the slender chain and the 
faces of the /Esir he answered Loath am I to 


be bound by this chain but lest >ou should 
doubt my courage I will consent that >ou should 
b nd me provided one of you put his hand into 
my mouth as a pledge that no deceit is intended 20 
There was a moments silence among the ^sir 
Mhen they heard this and the} looked at one 
another Odm looked at Thor and Thor looked 
at Bragi and Frey fell behind and put his hand 
to hts side t here the all conqoenng stTOid which 
he alone could w eld no longer rested 

At length Tyr stepped forward 'fbantl} 
put h,s strong r.ght hand with wh.ch he had sc 
often fed Inn. .nto the wolfs erne jaws 

At th,s sgnal the other threw the cha.n^o 

round the monsters neek bound him securely ,v„i, 
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njJJ the Jenst atom of the ^ubstanecj of uojch it 
is midc be found more It is fashioned out of 
SIX thmfis The noise midc by the footfill of cats, 
the beards of «omcn, the roots of stones, the 
smcfts of bears , the breath of fish ; and the spittle 
of birds. Tear not with this to bind Tennr, for 
no stronger chain v\ill c\cr be made till the end of 
the world." 

Sktmir now looked with wonder at his chain, 
'’and, after ha\ing thanked the dwarf, and promised 
to bring them a reward from Odin, he set forth 
on hi® road home, and, bj the time of the evening 
meal, rcaclie<l Valhalla, and fhddcned the hearts 
of the vCsir by the tidings of his success. 


CHAPTER in 

The Trial on the Island of Sueet Troom Fennds 
bargain Glei/'nir frees conqueror Tjr's 
sacrifice The ‘erdict of Tune Honetr to 
u / o/n Honour is due 

r \R away to the north of Asgard surrounded by 
frowning mountains the dark lake, Ams\artnir, 
lies and, abo%e the loel of its troubled waters, 
bums LyngM the island of sweet broom, flaming 
like a jewel on the dark brow of HeJa. In this 
20 lonely isle to which no ship but Skidbladnir could 
sail the vEsir, w ith Fennr in the midst, assembled 
to try the strength of the dwarfs’ chain. 
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Fennr prowled round his old master Tjr with 
a look of sa\age triumph in his cruel eyes now 
licking the hand that had so long fed him and 
now shaking his great head and howling defiantly 
The ./Esir stood at the foot of Gioll the sounding 
rock and passed Gleipnir the cha n from one to 
another talking about it while Fennr listened 
It was much stronger than it looked they siid 
and Thor and Tyr v ed with each other in their 
efforts to break it , while Brogi declared his belief lo 


that there was no one among vEsir or giants 
capable of performing so great a feat unless 
he added it should be you Fenrir 

This speech roused the pride of Fennr and 
alter looking long at the slender chain and the 
faces of the ^ir he answered “ Loath am I to 
be bound by this chain but let >ou shou d 
doubt my courage I will consent that >ou should 
b nd me provided one of you put hit hand into 
my mouth as a pledge that no deceit ts “ 

There tvau a moments utlcnce among the lEsir 
when they herd this and they looked at one 
another Odin looked at Thor and Thor looked 
.t Brag, and Frej fell behind and put his hand 
to his side I here the all eonqnenng sword which 
he alone could w eld no longer 

At length T)r stepped urn 

* t- r vacT rrerht hand With which he had sc 
put his strong rignt nauo 

often fed him into the , 

At this sgnal the other vEa.r threw the ehairtsO 
round the monsters neck bound him seenrelyn.th 
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will the Icist atom of the substances of wnich it 
13 made be found more It is fa«hioned out of 
SIX tilings The noise made by the foo»f\ll of cats, 
the b-ards of women, the nxjts of stones , the 
smews of bears , the breath of fish , and the spittle 
of birds. Tear not with this to bind benrr, for 
no stronger clnin wil!e\cr be made til) the end of 
the M jrld ” 

Skiniir now looked with wonder at his chain 
'’and after Invnng thanked the dwarf? and promis-d 
to bring them a reward from Odin, he set forth 
on hi* road home, and bj the time of the evening 
meal, reached Valhalla, and ghdiltnctl the hearts 
of the ^Csir by tnc tidings of his success 


CHAPTER HI 

T/u Tnai on the Island of Saeet Broom Fenrtt’s 
bargain GUtpmr froves conqueror Tjts 
sacrtjice The verdict of Time Hcnoir to 
ixhom Honour ts due 

Fvr away to the north of Asgard surrounded b> 
frowning mountains the dark lake Amsvartnir 
lies and above the level of its troubled waters 
bums Lyngvi the island of sweet broom flaming 
like a jewel on tlie dark brow of Hela In this 
'lonely isle to which no ship but Skidbladnir could 
sail the Alsir with Fennr in the midst assembled 
to try the strength of the dwarfs chain 
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Fenrir prowled round his old master, Tyr, with 
a look of sa^'age triumph in his cruel eyes, now 
kcking the hand that had so long fed him, and 
now shaking his great head and howling defiantly 
The ^Esir stood at the foot of Gioll the sounding 
rock, and passed Gleipnir, the chain, from one to 
another, talking about it, while Fenrir listened 
“ It was much stronger than it looked,’ they said , 
and Thor and Tyr vied with each other in their 
efforts to break it , while Bragi declared his belief 10 
that there was no one among JEsir or giants 
capable of performing so great a feat, 'unless 
he added, "it should be joii, Fenrir 

This speech roused the pride of Fenrir, and 
alter looking long at the slender chain and the 
faces of the ^Esir, he answered “ Loath am I to 
be bound by this chain, but lest you should 
doubt my courage, I will consent that you should 
bind me, provided one of you put his hand into 
ray mouth as a pledge that no deceit is intended ’ 20 
There was a moment s silence among the .£sir 
when they heard this and they looked at one 
another Odin looked at Thor, and Thor looked 
at Bragi and Frey fell behind and put his hand 
to his side where the all conquenng sword, which 
he alone could w eld no longer rested 

At length T>r stepped foi^vard valiantly, a^d 
put his strong right band, with which he had sc 
often red hno, .nto the wolfs cmeljatvs. 

At this Slunal the other ^it threw the chainje 
round the monsters neck, bound him securely ^vith 



104 HEROES OF ASCARD 

one end and Kitencd tht other to the great rock 
Gioll When hcwis bound Fcnrir rose, and shook 
himscir, as he had done before ; but in vain he 
raised himself up, and bounded forward— the more 
he struggled the more firmly the slender chain 
bound him 

At this sight the yCsir set up n loud shout of 
joy , for they saw their cncm> conquered, and the 
danger that threatened Asgaid averted Only Tjr 
lovvas silent, for in the struggle he had lost his hand 
Then Thor thrust his snord into the mouth of 
Fennr.and a foaming dark flood burst forth, roared 
down the rock <and under the lake, and began its 
course through the country a turbid river So it 
will roll on till Ragnarok M coma 

The sails of Skidbladntr now spread themselves 
out to the wind, and the /Esir, seated in the 
magic ship floated over the lake silently m the 
silent moonlight, while, from the top of Bifrost, 
so over the Urda fount and the dwelling of the Noms, 
a song floated down ‘Who,’ asked one voice, “of 
all the ALsir has won the highest honour?’ and 
singing another voice made answer, ' Tj r has won 
the highest honour for of all the Alsir, he has 
the most worthily employed his gift.* 

‘ Frey gave his sword for fairest Gerd '* 

Odin bought for himself wisdom at the price 
of his right eya 

Tyr, not for himself but for others, has sacrificed 
to his strong nght hand 
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FROM THE OLD NORSE. 


Thd number (ivn tbc pajte nn nbicb tbe enme fint cecum. 

Tbt^iininji u« uVto ftcun Mo^i»An>cl«^Myib6l®gy m Paul a CrunJ 


^Tgip (25. 51) King ©r the peacefgl sea. sftd though • giant, friendly 
to the Gods. Ifis wife is the cruet Ritn The name means 

£3i7 (I, and ©den) Gods or Lords. Singular forms As tnd Asa* 
are esed 

Alf(j9) Elf The eh es are the little spirits of Nature , of rocks, 
woods, streams and flowers. They embody the change and 
growth that ts going on m all natnni thing. 

Alfhelm (39) The home of the etres. Frey's kingdom. 

amsrartnlr A Like (See page 103 ) 

Asgaxd (I, and often) The Home of the Gods— a city fortress m the 
centre of (he world with a mighrw will round it It contains 
Odm's lofty seat— Air Throne.and the palace of Gladslieim with 
(he grent hall \alhalla Cani means an enclosed place and is 
(he same word as our ‘gsiden,' ‘yard* See Diagram 

Asyninr (7) Goddessea Compare A'sir 

Baldnr (67, 75 8j) Son of Odin, best and most b^sulJul of the 
Gods, slam by the wi’es (X LoIcl The word means the Fan 
Shining One See Intiodoction 

BaiTl A wood See page 40 

BlfrSst (6-9) The Rainbow, used by the Gods as a bridge from the 
highest hills to the palace of tte Noens la the skj The word 
means tht tnutbling \eajr 


^ ‘Th* Norse proper names <iB IheGlowT loUu^i^ in 

.trandDOtWM^ouid^lhVsineuEariOfiOor^irdcel sing A^ptir^ 
“to also Hel, Geid Idun are tie coneec anglKised forms, not Hela Cei 




notes 


^ of hla craat flglit wltb the giant 
P 2 1 as Odm firsTp^'. 

onongago” This was \T»«r, ihc nrsi t . 

OJm See Introduction 


roduction ^ . -ru 

IS the expression used in in« * ^ i,r ncs a vivid picture 

the fitrure ‘ an lee bound for«t i» ,}J‘-,ant .-t fwt 


.J v.ii: useu .u -r Aj It bf ORS a vivid picture 

the figure * an lee bound ^ hair of the giant set as fast 

before the eye of the frozen »>« /jJ^rcs translation of the EJJa, 
w ih icicles as forest trees (See Oerirg 

P *S ^ . ..t katUel on Ui bead while the 

r 31, 1 «4 Thot ' „B« form the handles of the pot— 

tlngi nmg at bla feet mtoacham and fastened b> 

probably a nuinber of iro^m . ^ham it could hang When 
rings to the sides of the por j would drop from lU sides 
the hettle is on Thor . hea^^^^;^ 

and, being very long, Meant tamed 

P 12 1 25 “Yo* t-,,-!* Mount IS a iiieral translation 

towards Hel Thee'P^”? < Vimirs Uy ) It most likely 
from another of the heaven where a fierce wina giani 

meins a mountain at the ei^ ,1 of 4„ 

called Htcsvelg ^ ,rms raC' 'he 

When he flips h'* "‘PP n (See Gering |> 5® and see p. 6j ) 
MO, Id and the mnulh of lien ^ 

P 81.1 2 ‘NO pT^> on the , art of the \ah 

burst bis chain ‘his ,hc /Tur will punish his 

Lohi IS not set Kruml At Ragnarok he will break 

ireichcry bv "“"‘"fnd'roltoduciKm 

free See Glossary gUmofT *aug oas tad toag tbst 

P 87, I 10 ‘ arc the nimes of Chhn * two lavens. 

day’ Hucin ami 'tunir. -Memory tscry da) 

lluRin means ‘’Th"'’f|^ forth «”e» “'i?' ■' ’"■'•diy thei 

at Sawn Odin sends ‘h^ , tJey have heard aud seen 



GLOSSARY OF PROPER NAMES 

FROM THE OLD NORSE. 




(25 51) King of th« pea 
to the Gods. Hu We 1 


ceful sea and though a giaat friendly 
1$ the cruel Ran The name means 


water 


£al7 {I, and often] Gods or Lords. Singular forms As and Asa* 
are used 


Alf(39) Elf The elves are the little spir ts of Nature of roclcs 
woods streams and flowers They embody the change and 
growth that is going on in all natural thing* 

Alfhelia {39) The home of the elves Frej-’s kingdom 
AmsTartnlr A hke (See page {O'* ) 

Asgard (I and often) The Home of the Gods— a cii> fortress m the 
centre of the world with a mighty wall round it It contains 
Odms lofty seat— Air Throne and the palace of Gladsheim with 
the great hall Valhalla, CarJ means an enclosed place and is 
the same word as our 'garden yard See Diagram 
Asynlur(7) Goddesses Ccmpace iTsir 

Ealdur (67 75 85) Son of Odin, best and most Vautifut of the 
Gods slain hy the wi’es of Loku Hie word means the Fair 
Shining One See lolioductioa 
Burl A wood See page 40 

Elfrflst {6 9) The Rainbow used by the Gods as a bridge fron the 
highest 1 ills to the palace of tl« Roms m the sky The word 
means tie trenii ing wag 
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Brael (54) The never fail ng s nger and ftoij' teller of the Goda. 
(Ic was Odnt son and Jdunas hcsLuuid son of Poetic In 
sp rat on and hosland of Eiecml Voaih. Hu name means 
f-ettrjr 

Brislfigastea (45 Erej^a a necklace 

BroadbUalc. llaldurs palace A translaiKn of the Iceland «ord 
Cre SablTs wh ch means^Miv nff/araHJwJt 
Branpalr (39 43 Sj) Odns magic tits made lot hm }} the 
dwarfs. W ith (hu ring Prep weds Gerda. It s laid b} Od n 
on Balduri pie Every n nth nght it drops eghc golden 
rings as beaut ful as itself Ifcnce its name wE ch means 
/*<■ drofj-tr 

Broml (gS) Tenr rs second eba n. 

BUewomen. See page 71 

ria <J3 34) Old Ago who wiestles with Thor n the form of an 
old woman 

Ermt. A nver See page S 

rcBzlr (6 94 >04) The monstrous wolf Lot. s son who at the end 
of the orld s to ranqu sh Od n and tl en fill b mselil 
roUevang See page 44. 'Zh.emotAtnta.Kt F eUtffelkgelhtn ^ 

99 IM) SonofNord one of the race of Gods called 
Vana He is Lord of Ra n and Sunshine and God of he 
Spr ng 

rreyja(4i 4433 70) Daughter of Nlor I the\an anilsserof 
itey IjVe her bro he she sends he soft spr ng raw and 
hr ngs forth flowers and fruit upon the earth 
Frtgga or Frlgg (2 76 77 83 8, 87 88) The w fe of Od n nd 
ch cf of (he goddesses of Valhalla She s the gi er of wedded 
happ ness and homejem Her name means Afe the 

ir/t 

Gam (79 9 ) The fierce watch dog of hell The name means lit 

BtUtnivr 

Cerda or Gerd (36 3S 43) A giant madeo daugh er of Gym r 
vcoed by Fiey 
GiaUar bom. See page 6 

Gian iBgaeap See fn rodoct on The chasm or noth ngness ou 01 
wh ch the world sprang 
01011(103104) Aroch 
Oladsbeljn (7) Means »v»r//rj/)f4»/«rr 
Clalpnlr ( tOj) The th rd cha n wh ch hdd Fenr t bound 
Oiilpa(78 93) The dark cave lead ng to N flhe m 
OynJlr (37) A f ost giant and the f her of Gerda The name 
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(6. S, 10). The witehmao of the co<)s. He has to blow 
the Giallu horn at the kpiitMcb of danger to Asgard 
(6, 6S, <59) Loti's daughter Queen of the Dead 
HsUielffl (€) The eityof itch in the land of NiDheim Dildur is 
fourkl Helheim ai'er death Here !t was believed alt the 
dead ret slain m battle I ad to come 
Rtnaod (81. SS, S9) Odin's swift messenger and one of his many 
sons. He journeys to he!) 'o sect Saldur 
BSdor Slaver of Italdur See pages 84, 85 
Rccnlr See page 57 

BrcrgslBiir (5) The whirtpno) of Itinheim, which rises below 
\ggdrasils lowest iom. and ftsm which all mera of hell 
ipnng. The word means tur^nfu>a/ert ef ikt fit 
Byrolr (17). The giant of the froien Sea, from whom Tyr fetches 
the cauldron Mile-deep. The word meina tkt aari ene, 
picturing the gloom ef the northern wintry seas. 

HymMa. A giantess. See page 87 

JdSu er tdOo (39, u $S 61 74) Goddess of Veuth Guard an of 
the apples that iceep the g^s ever young Bragi, the bard, is 
her husband 

Jannoogtad (d 27,31) The great Sea serpent, son of Lnki, whose 
anger causes storms at sea. 

jatunhelsi (f, », t], 6 $, and often) Uotld of the giants m the icy 
^orth 

KBnnt. A nter See page 8 
ItedlBg (9S) The first chain made to bind Fenrir 
lokJ (5 8ti and often) Author of evil among gods and men He 
IS the father of all dcvtractiTe powers of Fenrir m the upper 
world Ifeia m the under world, anil J6rmungand in the sea. 
The name means tke Erder See Intrwucuon. 
lyngTl. An island See page loi 
Manhelm (14) The world of men 

Hldgvd (6) The earth or home of men It is the middle portion 
of the world, enclosed by the circles of sea and giantland See 
Diagram 

JUiner (3) A giant, guardian of the Well of W sdom See In to 
duclion. 

Hldlnlr (13) Thors wonderful hatmnrr which never misses its aim, 
and always returns to the bond of its master It signifies the 
lightning The word means Crw*4rr 
Natma (87) Baldnr’s wife 
WoatrilBd. Jo Nifibeon. See page 5 
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HIdhCggr (5) The Dragon who the rooc of the ^orld Ash 
The word means cn etb ter 

Kiflhelm (3) The dark underworld of the dead. Dreadfal nren 
flo througl rt and nM»sters like Nidhc^ inhab t it. The 
name means Fo^ ? w/t/ 

Kidrd (36 41 96] A \ an the k ndl) god of seafaring He was 
prayed to by sa (ors for calm s eather favoarable winds and 
good harbonrage The word means Ike Bmefa ter 

Korzis [6 10 II 70) or Korttir (11) Three strong giant ma dens 
repres nting Fate They control the dest n es of the gods as 
well as of man The r home I es in the clouds above the ra i 
bow by Urd s fount where they spin the threads of Fate 
See Introduci on 

Odin ( I andofen} The Sky God rater of Asgard \istsmen a 
Dr nks isdom 3. Gazes uiie N dhe m 4. Goes to Jotun 
he m 5 Sees lleimdall 6 Takes the <Csir to the Nome 7 ii 
At Freys vedd 05 43 Consents to Freyjas joumet 47 
Journeys ih Loki and Hoenir^Ot Reads theonele 7a 
Goes to inqu re of the V ala, 7$ $1 At Baldur t funeral wi h 
h s ravens S; ^ends forth htsXalkynor 90. Foresees dan 
ger f om Fenrit and calls a coone I 90 See IniroducDon 

Odor (44) Freyjas I usband 

SagsarSk (81 104] That dreaded day of en called the Twilght of 
the Gods when eonf..son and ran fall upon the worla and 
the iEsr are sanqtushed for a I me tw the giant powers of enl 
The w ord means divni <7 <m& See Introduction 

Ran (SI 53) " fc of Algir and Queen of the drowned Ran 
represents the sea n ts cruel aspect wh le iFgir s tl e peaceful 
ocean Her name means robbery 

Ringhorn (87) Baldor s sh pwb ch became his pyre. 

Rosta. See page 13 The name means r ter 

Bym* (36 39) A Frost giant The word nme s still used for 
hoar frost Compare nmy 87 

Setrlinnlr (7) The boar of^aIha^a. 

SJoftia (S3) Daughter of Freyja fod piddess of sleep. 

Skidbladnlr (43 75 103 104) A magic sh p made by the dwarf, 
and given by Odin to Frey at his wedding It is supposed to 
be a cloud. 

Bklrnlr (36 41 ico) Frey a messenger 

StoTU)lr(l6) The mounts n gmnt who dece ves Thor H s name 
means tke/usyfer 

Skuld(iO tl) One of the three Fates — the Future ^eAerni 
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Slelpnlr (;$) Odin’s eigV* footed grey horse The name means fit 
one 

Srarthelm (45) Tb' Dark World where the dwarfs live 

Thatikt A wiieh See page 92 

ThlallL See page 13 The name means brother 

Ihlftsn A giant See page fio 

Thor and often) God of thunder, son of OiLn called the Fnend 
of men He is too lieavy foe Bifiost, 8 Hi* adventures in 
Jutunheim, 12 tJL His three feat* m Utgard* Palace, 1925 
At ^Egir's banouet, 2527 He fetches Mile deep, 2834 
Mak»s enains to bind Fennr, 96 See Introduction 

Tyr (27 ah 94, 103 104) Son of Odin and one of the chief of the 
ehsie God of war and strength tie loses his right hand m 
figh* with Fentir 

Urd(io, It) One cf the Fates— called the Past See AVrw The 
well of Urd(a} 3 , 10, 69) is the sacred fountain of the Korns 
at the root of the World Ash From this source all rivers spring 

Htgird (iS) The land of giants, the outer tee bound circle beyond 
those of Midgard and the sea. The nord means outer eneloavri 
See Dtagraoi {On page 20 the name of the lacd » cntu/eere'i 
to the king of the land ) 

Vala {78) Wise woman, prophetess whom Odm consults about 
Baldut s dream 

VaUtaUa (6 61 and elsewhere) The great Hall of Asgard with 340 
doors, where the fallen heroes die chosen slam feast and 
fight The word is al>o used to mean the abode of the gods in 
general See l-'a/bj’rror and Introduction 

VaUtynor (90) Valkyries Odins wamor maidens who choose out 
the heroes slam in battle and take them to \Blhalla. 0dm 
decides which warriors are to come to him The ivord means 
ehootert o/the sltrtt 

Van plural Vanlr (6, 33) TTk. gods ot air and water, friendly to 
the A.sir and even hvi g v ilb them in A'gaid See Intru 
duction 

Vaaa(44) Feminne of Van 

Vegtam (79) Odin call* himself Vegtam, the son of Valtam when 
he Coes to inquire of the dead projdietess concerning Ualdur 
In bjs travels Odin was wort to assume various dis^ises. 
The word Vegtara means ar/artr and the word Valtam 
tfghlin^ man Both naip* a invented by 0 dm to disguise 
his personality 

Verdaodl (10, it) One of the three Fates— the PresenL See 
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TinjrTlior (<7, 20] One of the names descriptive of Thor It 
means T/tor Ihe Uurler,ya. of the thunder bolL 
Tgffdrasll (4 10 and elsewhere) The vrortd-ash It has three 
roots one m hitlheim one with the horns and the third in 
Giant land See D agram and Introduction 
Tmlr Note i The first gant from whose bod) tlie Gods made the 
earth See Introduction 



QUESTIONS. 


I Give in your ovin words Odin's teachinj; to men. 

a How did Odin get Wisdom? 

3 Draw a picture oflormungand after Odm had thrown him mio 

the sea and of what Oiin saw when he came to the heaicnlv hills 
(^ C) Or. ’ 

Draw a picture of all the /Csir saw when they got inside “ the 
door of the pale bright cloud” <pp. 9 and 10) 

4 What did the rCsir team from the Noras? Give their iiam«s 
and meanings. 

5 Shew by a diignra the positions of Asgard and Joiiinheiin 

6 W'hat sort of giin-swere Sbrymirarid H)ini/? Describe the 
appearance of each of them. 

7 Tell how Thor went fishing 

S How did SUmir trv to persuade Cerda to go with him? 

9 Describe the Utile people of Alfheim and Svnrtheim 

JO Why did Ihe heroes of A^td call upon Iduna every day? 

II What do we mean by a lujlb? 

12 Gne some idea of the beginning and end of the world as 
pictured by the horthmen. 

13 Describe ihe following characters and the part they p!a> in 
this book Frey, ^Egir, Biagi, Hermod, Odur, Thialfi, Ran 
Ihiassi 

14 What do )ou know about Bnsingamen, Skidbladnir. Draun 

nir, \^drasili Szhninnir, Garm and Miclnir? ^ 

15 Give the meaning of the fonowmg words A^arH, Niflheim 
Rifrost, Sleipnir, Valkyrior, Nidht^. Giadsheim and Wednesday ’ 

16 Make sentences brii^ng in each of the following words 

fare, bale distinguish, draught, contrive, ravine, quell, dilate 
gesture, puny, challenge, myslciuni& • 
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Its 


17 Gire anotber word to express each of the following sturdy, 
toil, instruct, remorseless, reloctani, canqaer, expensive, vie 

18 What are the adjectives comspMxding to the /bJIomng nouns, 
and what do the words mean?— treachery, venom, ferocity, tremb- 
ling encumbrance, uncouthne^, hos|n(a3ity, desperation, serenity, 
aolinide, bounty, indifference, loKboding, m^tatfoo. 


SUBJECTS FOR ESSAYS 

1 Character of Odin 

2 The uses of travelling 

j. Thor s adventures in the Palace of Utgatd 

4 UTiat Mft of hero was Thor? Uas he like Odin? 

5 Shew from the story of Baldurs death why Lokt is thus 
address^ in Matthew Arnolds poem? 

*' Deceiver fair in lonn but (al*e in heart, 

Enemy, mocker, whom thoi^h Gods, we hate 

6 Whaeda j’oa oK^bft Hfro? 

7 Odin s journey into Helheim 

8 ^VTIere do the stones in this book come from ? Say all you 
know about this sot^ect. 

9. Which of the do you admire most and why ? 
to Tell the whole story ofFenmr 
1 1 An imaginary journey to |otuobeim> 

12. The horthmen 



HELPS TO FURTHEK STUDY 


J IrPajls OrundnssdcrOerman^heilh'lo'og''’ 
two n Im m tat •• M>ihoio?ie, ^o1 III pp^ .3i>4«>. 
(*) '• ^orweglsch lalindiscbi L.ie«i»r " W 11 . PP- 5S3 9«- 
lAU published separately] {Stras»bufB iSpS ) 

j Ka«lm2,m'. ■'^onhnn Miiholosj.' loniUirf in» Ensli* 
by M Steele Smith Jn Dent s Pnmers. 

3 Genngs»Edda." <UiF<g. 1S92) 

4 4 .sr.s^n md ro«.ll. ' C«.|«» I’”"-’” ° ‘ ' 

5 Thorpe’s “ Elder Edda." 

6 Gray's poems, “The Fatal Sisters' awl • The Descent of 

Odin” ... 

7 and Hero-worship - Odm 

S The Challenge 

ofThor"from' Tiles of a \\ ays.de Inn 

0- Matthew Arnold, poem •‘BaMurOead. 
to. FehiDaho— "OdinsTrost" 
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3 Geniig’s translalion of (be Elder and Yojnger Fddaa into 
German is the best obtainable His notes, too, are excellent All 
students who read German should make 'hemselres acquainted w ith 
Germgs valuable work. 

4 and 5 English versions of the Eld< r Edda are available in the 
translation of \ igfusson and 1 owell, and in that of Thorpe 

6 Gray’s t»vo Odes arc, as he bimseif tellv us, "from the r.oise 
tongue’ In the " Fatal Sisters,” we haveaghastlj picture of Odin’s 
Warrior maids the Valkynor “ weaving the crimson « eb of war, ’ 
and exulting over the slaughter strewn field of tallle, where they, as 
“choosers of the slam,’ will find at dusk their proper prej In 
the second Ode, " The Descent of Odin ’ Gray describes th* visit 
of Odn to hell to find out the meaning of Jhidurs drea/ra. 
The description Graj give»of Odin’s dieadful journey his meeting 
with the Dog of Darkness, and (he awaken ng of the dread 
prophetess is remarkably vmd. Inthe VaUs replies to Odin, Gray 
has reproduced the atnosphere of m)-$teiy and awe of (he old Norse 
poetry tn the most harmonious English verse 

7 Carlyle takes Odin as his example of " The Hero as Divimly 
m hu first lecture The essay should be read— not for exact 
scholarship, but for the ins^ht which Carlyle possessed into the 
inner meaning of these old tnyth& Carlyle s enthusiasm for the fine 
virtues of the Northero naiions would alone make this essay excellent 
and inspiring reading 

8 Longfellow’s "Tegner’s Dmpa’ is a dirge of Ealdur’s Death. 
His ‘ Thors Challenge is a short dramatic lyne, m which the 
God of Thunder describes his own cbarac er Both poems are 
suitable for recitaticn. 

9 In his narrative poem of Baldur’s Death Alallhew Arnold 
desenbes the grief of ibe gods Hermod s mus on to the Queen of 
ihe Dead, and the refusal of one witch to pay ll e tnbuie of 
tears. The poem ha» not the w'etrd sujg^tivcness of Gray s lync^ 
but Sfatlhew Arnold tells ihe story siinply and heautifull), and 
some passages are v ery suitable for children to learn by heart 

,0. The central idea in Dahns romance of Odins Trost” is 
the comfort Odm derives fioro ho jvofAelic vision of a glonons 
future, in which Baldui will one day share. Cp. Notes and 
Introduction. 
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